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Public engagement deer walk and talk March 2020. Image credit: Forth Rivers Trust
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Introduction

The River Leven Connectivity Project aims to create an
accessible, attractive, ecologically thriving and biodiverse
river park for local communities in Levenmouth and visitors
alike to enjoy.

The Stage 2 - Concept Design phase was initially to include
the facilitation of a series of public engagement events

to firstly gather local views and opinions on the existing
issues within the river valley. After consideration of this
initial feedback a draft Concept Design Masterplan which

addressed these issues was to be presented at a final event

scheduled for April 2020.

These germinal events were to be the first opportunity for
the Leven project team to start up conversations with the
local community with regarding their views on the river
valley. The first two public drop-in events at the beginning
of February and March 2020 went ahead as planned and
were well attended with the team recording a substantial
number of comments and views.

After the first two events the Covid-19 pandemic
lockdown began, requiring the project team to adapt
the engagement strategy including alternative forms of
online engagement to address the evolving situation. In
fact, despite the challenges to engagement presented
by the pandemic, there has been extensive consultation
undertaken on the River Leven Park Concept Design
Masterplan proposals resulting in a wealth of useful
community feedback including messages of positivity
and the clear identification of areas in need of further
development.

The following report outlines the engagement process to
date, providing an overview of the activity in terms of local
community and stakeholder engagement from late 2019
to November 2020. It concludes with a summary of the
feedback emerging from the Concept Design consultation
exercise undertaken in October 2020 and the proposed
next steps.

Why we engaged

The Leven Programme “Growing with the Flow" is an
ambitious multi-partner commitment to improving the area
of the River Leven catchment, delivering economic and
social success whilst improving the environment.
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A View west of the Kirkland Dam near Methilhill

Within the Programme the River Leven Connectivity Project
aims to improve connectivity within the communities

of Levenmouth and encourage and enable visitors to
access the river valley. To a certain extent, this involves
changing a common local perception of the valley as an
issue that requires to be managed in terms of anti-social
behaviour, litter, pollution etc, to become a local asset
that can have positive impacts socially, economically and
environmentally in the Levenmouth area.

Engagement with local people is essential to the success
of the Connectivity Project: to ensure that local needs and
aspirations are captured, and the opportunity for local
people to participate in design and delivery is properly
afforded.

This could have been a straightforward statement on
planned activities with largely face to face meetings in
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local venues, supported by digital forums to ensure the
reach of the discussions was as extensive as possible.

However, the reality was that the approach had to be
considerably modified by the impact of Covid-19 and also
to encapsulate the discussion around the re-opening of
the Levenmouth Rail Link which was announced by the
Transport Minister in August 2019.

While the pandemic health emergency would force
adaptation and a rethink on how we ensure more
marginalised and less heard groups are included within
the bubble of discussion, the incorporation of the rail

link project posed new challenges, notably the need to
present these two significant projects, which at their heart
have similar objectives as a single message. There was a
potential for two very similar strands of questioning to take
place at the same time and the need to avoid this has
become paramount.

The Levenmouth Area - The Facts

Setting the background is important and there are

some key facts that allow a better understanding of the
Levenmouth area and some of the issues it faces. While

it isn't an area that laments its situation it does face a
number of challenges, suffering significant downturns in its
fortunes due to the loss of heavy industry and coal mining
(it would be pertinent if its future could be secured by
carbon neutral approaches).

The Levenmouth area is one of the most deprived areas
in Scotland and the most deprived area of Fife, with the
highest level of data zones in the 20% most deprived
category (Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, SIMD
2020). The Levenmouth Local Strategic Assessment

(LSA) undertaken by Fife Council in 2018 indicates that
the population of the area is 37,288 which equates

to around 10% of the total population of Fife. The
assessment also highlights that 40% of the population

live in socially rented or private rented accommodation.
19.6% of the Levenmouth population is considered as ‘in
poverty’ (average in Fife nearer 12%)- while recent figures
showed that 26.9% of children in Levenmouth fell intfo that
category ;.

Fuel poverty is one of the biggest issues for Levenmouth
residents (27.8% of households), while the recent health
crisis has further highlighted that food insecurity is another
issue that many local people have to deal with on an
almost daily basis ;.

Recent Welfare Reform changes will by the end of this
year see around £20.3 million effectively missing from the
local area due to areduction in benefit income — which is
around £865 less per year available to every working age
adult.

In spite of these challenges, there is still a level of pride
in the area which has a rich history. This is tempered by
a degree of jaundice about promises of recovery and
regeneration which come along periodically, but have
failed to have any real traction for nearly four decades.

It was therefore important that any approach in terms of
the Connectivity Project engaging the local community

REFERENCES

1 Levenmouth Local Strategic Assessment (LSA), Fife Council, 2018

Loch Leven

® Dunfermline

was measured with targeted key achievable objectives
that were seen as clearly beneficial to local people and
their area.

Target audiences

The target audience for this project would be mainly
focused on local people within the Levenmouth area.
However, scope needed to be given to allow comments
from outwith the immediate project area and to carry a
positive message about the area to a wider audience.
Advertising the ambition of the Leven Programme beyond
Levenmouth is vital to any future sucess.

Built into the approach was the understanding of the
need to take into account a number of issues that could
impact on the process, for example, low levels of car
ownership, and lower than Fife and Scottish levels of digital
connectivity.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

® St Andrews

e Cupar

® Kirkcaldy

Levenmouth area within Fife

It was important to get to the real heart of the community.
As such it was agreed that as much as possible the project
team would engage with local community events where
people would naturally congregate to exchange views
and ideas, including markets, galas, local group meetings
or fun days. These conversations would be supported by
set piece events where more of the partners would come
together to engage with the public.

This flexibility of approach was to ensure that the project
team spoke to as many groups as possible, both online
and face to face, across all age ranges, socio-economic
groupings and those lesser heard within the immediate
community.

All engagement work undertaken was in line with the
requirements of the National Standards for Community
Engagement in Scotland https://www.scdc.org.uk/what/
national-standards.
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Connectivity Project engagement timeline from inception to date of submission (Nov 2020)

Initial Engagement Approach

It was agreed at an early, pre-Covid, point in late 2019
that a range and variety of discussions and engagements
needed to take place to establish a relationship between
local people and the project proposal. The River Leven
as a useful asset to local people had not been relevant
for some time, planning decisions had further isolated the
spaces by the river, and access arrangements were poor,
based mainly on desire lines which often included the
requirement to overcome obstacles including flooding,
poor path conditions, and of course an unused but still
technically ‘live’ rail-line.

Capturing the aspirations of local people would almost
certainly have to overcome some of the negativity about
the river area, which had been branded as a place where
anti-social behaviour occurred.

Fife Partnership

The Fife Partnership Board were updated on the progress of
the project in November 2019, along with a range of other

activities taking place in Levenmouth as part of the Thriving
Communities themed report.

This single meeting had the advantage of getting
information out to senior staff (including Regional Directors,
Chief Executives and Vice Principals) within the key
organisations that combine in Fife to drive the outcomes
contained within the Fife Plan. This grouping included
representatives from the following organisations:

Fife Council

NHS Fife

Police Scofland

Fife Voluntary Action

Scoftish Fire and Rescue Service

Scottish Enterprise

Skills Development Scotland

Fife College

University of St Andrews

South East Scotland Transport Partnership (SEStran)
Scottish Government

Fife Health and Social Care Partnership/Integrated Joint
Board

Fife's Business Community

Department of Work and Pensions

The overview of the project was contained in the report
available via the link below.
http://publications.fifedirect.org.uk/cé4_
FPBPublicAgendaPack-19.11.19.pdf

Local Stakeholders Event

The stakeholders event which took place in November
2019 (see the Connectivity Project engagement timeline
opposite, p8) was crucial to kickstart the project and as
such was aimed at community leaders. Invitations went
out to over 100 recognised stakeholders and groups

who would have a specific interest in the proposals. The
objective of this event was establishing general awareness
of the scope of the programme and project and to ensure
the brand of The Leven was established with those who
could influence others in the wider community through
established and trusted networks which would have been
built up over a long period of time.

This event infroduced local people to the concepts behind
the SEPA-led initiative for the Leven Programme, and the
specific aims of the Connectivity Project at an early stage
in its planning. The event was able to infroduce early
concept designs into the discussion which was useful in
generating meaningful and detailed conversations.

This was a valuable exercise and produced encouraging
results — namely that the participants were keen on an
initiative which focused on improving the fortunes of the
river, and also that the early concept designs were not
wide of the mark.

The event engendered positive press coverage and
helped to infroduce the partners involved in the project to
local people of influence whilst establishing relationships
which have continued to be built on since then.

In total 59 attendees were at the meeting to listen and
contribute.

https://www.thecourier.co.uk/fp/news/local/fife/1013041/
public-to-get-involved-in-river-leven-restoration-project/

Business Community

Initial outreach to businesses was facilitated through the
stakeholders event, as well as a separate briefing to the
Levenmouth Tourist Association. A significant piece on the
project was also written up for the April 2020 edition of the
Fife Business Matters Publication. This publication didn't go

to print due to the current crisis, however the editorial will
run soon, and will be updated to reflect progress.

Links to large businesses who are landowners of riparian
parts of the river, for example Diageo and Fourstones
paper mill, are well established through the forum of the
River Leven Trust. Regular meetings have been held with
the Trust given their pivotal role in much of the proposed
improvements to the river itself.

Landowners

A number of the landowners who have an interest in the
area have been very much involved in the discussions
around the project , notably the Coal Authority, Metsa
Wood (owners of the creosote site) Wemyss Estates ,
through Savills as their representative, as well as Scottish
Water and Fife Council.

Other landowners have had direct contact from the
project team updating them on progress and inviting
contact should more clarification be required. A list of
those landowners contacted so far is included in the
Appendix on page 38.

Politicians

It is essential that we bring the local politicians on the
Leven journey as ambassadors for the project. The view of
local politicians has been that for too long we have been
treating the symptoms of the issues that deprivation brings,
rather than bringing about activity which shifts. Through
the use of Ward meetings members were kept up to
speed on the initial developments around the project and
encouraged to take the message out through their own
constituency work.

All eight of the elected members are on board with the
project and can be relied upon to give positive support as
and when required.

Interest in the approach has also been clear from both MSP
and MP representatives for the area and periodic updates

N November 2019 local stakeholders event

have also been given as requested.

Community Councils

As statutory consultees for all planning and development
proposals, all Community Councils in Wards 21 and 22 were
visited over the later months of 2019 for a detailed briefing
on the Connectivity Project proposals. The Councils visited
over this period are detailed below:

Methil Community Council

Buckhaven and Denbeath Community Council
Leven Community Council

Largo and Area Community Council
Windygates Community Council

Kennoway Community Council

East Wemyss and McDuff Community Councill

Latterly the Leven brand has benefitted from being
included regularly in shared news items on many of the
community council web and Facebook pages.



Community Groups

As part of the local partnership approach with existing
community groups in the area, the Connectivity Project
teamed up with CLEAR Buckhaven who agreed to host a
series of ‘pick and talk’ sessions in late 2019. This approach
expanded CLEAR’s reach into the Methil and Leven areas
and built on their experience of community clean ups
which they have been doing for many years in Buckhaven.
The objective was to tidy areas around the river while
engaging in discussions with local people about their use of
the river and what developments they would like to see to
make it better (see image adjacent).

Using available merchandising the CLEAR team also
encouraged people to visit The Leven website and leave
comments as required. A link to the team working in the
area can be found below.

hitps://www.facebook.com/ClearFife/photos/
pCcb.3155611834454396/3155611184454461/2type=3&theater

Avuthor talk

On the 4th December 2019 , the first of what was planned
to be a series of authors talks on the River Leven took place
at the Fife College annex at Levenmouth Academy. This
session consisted of a talk with questions by the author
David Munro, who wrote Loch Leven and River Leven: A
Landscape Transformed. This publication inifially released
in 1994 funded by the River Leven Trust, gives a fantastic
overview of how interventions over the centuries have
changed the nature of the River Leven, with the greatest
impacts being the work undertaken to ensure the river
could drive a number of key industrial developments along
its length.

A second event booked for early April 2020 unfortunately
had to be cancelled, however there is a desire to start
these again when possible. An understanding of the history
of the river is key in laying the foundations of how it should
develop and change to meet the new objectives of the
communities it touches.

Local Workers

Via the Levenmouth Workers Forum 150 contacts are kept
updated on the project. These contacts consist of a wide
range of mainly frontline workers of statutory agencies
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such as NHS, DWP, Police, Fire. Also, third sector agencies
like CARF, Homestart, Gingerbread, Castle Furniture, BRAG
and a plethora of voluntary agencies that cover drug and
alcohol activity, heritage, sport and environmental work
locally.

This range of contacts, especially those working with some
of the more marginalised individuals within our community
has helped to overcome some of the barriers that are an
impediment for some people to engage in mainstream
public events and meetings. In general, we encourage the
workers group to help clients to comment via the Leven
Programme online page or if possible, support them to
come to events.

Job Clubs

To ensure we were getting a good mix of views job

clubs were targeted as an ideal opportunity to discuss
the project with a focus on how it could help the local
economic picture alongside the other objectives.

Early discussions in January and February 2020 were very
productive though unfortunately further opportunities for
these sessions were curtailed fully in March when the job
club service went online, and on a 1-2-1 format only.
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< V IMAGES
1 CLEAR ‘pick and talk’ session
2 Author talk with David Munro invitation on social media

Loch Leven and the River Leven Author tal k With
David Munro

"N 4 December 2019 | 18:00 to 20:00
Fife College Levenmouth Campus, Buckhaven

A LANDSCAPE TRANSFORMED

Joln David Munro, author of Loch Leven and the River Leven - A
Landscape Transformed, who will be giving an overview of his
book on the history of the River Leven.

Entry is free but booking is required

2

An example of the discussion at the Leven Job Club in
February is shown below.

Good discussion with 9 participants at the job club session
- 6 males and 3 females. The age of all of the participants
was 40 and above, apart from one female in her 30's. All
agreed to look at the website and add comments to the
Common Place map.

Discussions were mainly on the unsuitable nature of the
current footpath links and how these had been more
established in the past, notably when the sawmill site
(Creosote site) was up and running.

One participant raised the rail link project and was
advised that there would be a close linkage between
the two projects as they share common aims in terms of
connectivity and active travel.

Discussion on the issue of illegal dumping was brief but
agreed that it was a particular problem with a few hot
spot areas, and that there should be ways of stopping

this happening by design or enforcement. There was a
good discussion about the potential for job creation -

one participant advised that if we gave him a spade, he
would start the path network off for us. The potential for job
creation around tourism and the link with the Coastal Path
and Pilgrims Way was brought up, however there were
some concerns that the numbers of users needed to bring
about regeneration could not be guaranteed.

As an example of a discussion it was interesting to see that
people recognised the need for the project, and that it
could have an impact on a range of issues from illegal
dumping right through to economic regeneration.

Young People

Partners in the project have been involved in very targeted
work around young people, notably work with primary
schools within the Levenmouth catchment area. The details
of this work are contained within the separate Green
Network Report which shows some fantastic practical work
undertaken by the Forth Rivers Trust with young people in
the area — again, unfortunately brought to a halt due to
the current pandemic.

We have however sought to continue the ties with young
people in the area and this is evidenced later in the
report which highlights the cognitive mapping exercise
with pupils at Levenmouth Academy. It has also been
important to link with young people who struggle with
mainstream learning, and to facilitate this we worked
directly with the Department for Additional Support (DAS)
within Levenmouth Academy. This work consisted of a
guided walk along the River Leven to discuss the issues
from a young person’s viewpoint, as well as facilitating a
visit by the DAS youngsters to the Caledonian Hotel public
event held in February 2020. The young people were then
encouraged to use the experience in their school work and
to relay the information they discovered at the events to
their classmates.

The main concerns expressed by the young people at
these events was around the potential for anti-social
behaviour in the area mainly due to motorcycle usage,
and the general lack of facilities, which if in place would
provide a reason to go to the river after school.

A further link with the school has been struck by having a
named pupil defined as the young person’s representative
between the Academy and the project team.

Most recently, through the project’s interaction with the
Bats Wood Project, the Connectivity Project has partnered
with the cluster of schools in the area as part of the
connecting classrooms campaign which has a focus on
sustainable development and global citizenship.

The link fo that can be found below.
http://www.batswood.org.uk/Index.aspeMainiD=30587

This work also highlights again an excellent report on the
River Leven proposal written by one of the senior pupils at
the school and which can be found at the link below.
http://www.batswood.org.uk/webs/31/documents/
River%20Leven%20Report%20-%201%20copy.pdf

Fife College

From the start of The Leven Project Fife College have
played a key role both in terms of engagement and also
in the development of the Leven brand. The Leven logo
itself was created by Fife College Graphic Design students
through a design exercise which formed part of the
curriculum.

In addition, students from the 3D modelling course have
produced 3D models and rendered visualisations for a
multitude of potential facilities (such as outdoor gyms
and eco-cafes) within the river valley. There was also an
impressive range of interactive gaming prototypes aimed
at different age groups developed by students.

Fife Centre for Equalities

Contact with the Fife Centre for Equalities was established
to help with conversations on the detail of the project with
individuals from a range of backgrounds who often find it
difficult to engage in local discussions and engagement.
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A Guided walk along the River Leven with Levenmouth Academy pupils

In terms of the harder to reach or lesser heard voices it
was important that we ensured fairness in progressing this
work by giving people who may face additional barriers

to getting involved an equal opportunity to participate.

By having ongoing local conversations in spaces where
people who may not normally enter into a process of
engagement, feel more comfortable has helped this
objective. For example some good quality conversations
have been had in the likes of job clubs, older persons
sheltered accommodation, off campus and additional
needs school settings to expressly find groups that are often
disenfranchised. This is an approach we will continue in the
next phase of the project.

The work with Fife Centre for Equalities has allowed us to
drill down even further to reach marginalised groups where
culture and language may well be the biggest obstacle to
their involvement.

https://centreforequalities.org.uk/

il


https://www.facebook.com/ClearFife/photos/pcb.3155611834454396/3155611184454461/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/ClearFife/photos/pcb.3155611834454396/3155611184454461/?type=3&theater

FRT Engagement events in the field

Forth Rivers Trust play a crucial role as part of the
engagement team, organising and facilitating on-site
wildlife-based events with members of the public.

As noted in the FRT Phase 2 Green Network Engagement
document, wildlife provides excellent opportunities for
engagement and the variety of free public events held
before lockdown were well received and attended.
Conversations were held with the participants around
how they travelled to the location on the day, how they
perceived active travel in the area and how often they
visited the river valley in general.

Fish in the Classroom

This project aimed to engage with P5 pupils from three
primary schools close to the river valley: Mountfleurie,
Methilhill and Aberhill Primary School. Each class was given
an aquarium containing trout eggs which the pupils would

nurture as they hatch into larvae and develop into small fry.

Due to lockdown the only pupils that were able to release
their small fry into the river was Mountfleurie, who did so
into the old mill lade next to Kirkland Dam on March 10th.
The day out included pond dipping, bug identification and
wildlife games.

The area used for the exercises is now being considered as
a potential location for outdoor classrooms, an ongoing
project being undertaken by the Leven Programme.
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Otter Spotter

In December 2019 FRT's senior biologist led a walk-around
the river valley with 12 members of the public to show them
how to identify the signs left behind by otters: footprints,
resting places and droppings (known as spraints). It is rare
to actually see an ofter as they are good at hiding and

the River Leven valley has large areas of hard to access,
marshy grassland, the ideal habitat for otters. There was a
lot of interest in the otter spotter activity and although a
second event had to be cancelled due to Covid, a series
of walk-arounds have been pencilled in for Spring 2021.

Deer Walk and Talk

This event was led by FRT's deer surveyor in March 2020
and was also attended by 12 members of the public. The
walk-around involved a dialogue around the ecology
and behaviour of roe deer, their impact on the river valley
habitat and how to carry out an official survey.
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Feedback

The participants in the otter spotter walk and deer walk
noted that the river valley was good for:

* Fishing

* Recreation and leisure

* Wildlife and biodiversity

e Nature walks — lots to see and nice scenery
* Foraging and food sources

* Health, wellbeing and exercise

* Fresh air

e  Community connection

e Local history

* Dog walking

However, they also noted the following issues:

* Better access to and along the river, and nicer walks to
go on

e Better quality paths — currently muddyy, slippery and
uneven

* Less fly tipping

* Parking and signage

e Less pollution and litter — would like to take part in a litter
pick

e Habitats and wildlife protection

* Fewer frees cut down and removed

* Dog waste bins — encouragement to clean up

* Fewer motorbikes

e Less graffiti

< IMAGES

1 Fish in the Classroom information leaflets identifying river bugs
2 An otter footprint discovered on the Otter Spotter walk
3 Gary Brown FRT deer surveyor leads the deer walk and talk

Commonplace map

A Commonplace map on the Leven Programme website
(https://thelevenmap.commonplace.is/) was created to
run concurrently with the engagement events. It allowed
members of the public to visit the online platform and drop
a pin on an existing location within the river valley, explain
why they have highlighted it, how the place makes them
feel and how they would suggest improving it.

Comments were welcome up until the portal closed

in September 2020, when there were 75 constructive
comments noted on the map, ranging from very negative
to very positive. The majority of comments of existing issues
are either very negative, somewhat negative or neutral,
as the infographic, right, shows. This is perhaps due to

the nature of the platform arguably providing a wider
range of options on issues to improve rather than existing
positives. Ultimately, although this is only a fraction of

the total number of comments recorded throughout the
engagement process, it does underline the challenge of
shiftfing perceptions of the area.

Behaviour change

The two public engagement events allowed members
of the pubilic to inform the project team of barriers in the
community which limit people from walking and cycling,
and what is needed to be put in place to enable more
active travel. There were also opportunities for the public
to post comments on Facebook. In addition, two online
community surveys, one aimed particularly at groups

of those less heard, were made available during the
lockdown period.

The Leven Map
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Generally, the results of the surveys, feedback from

the public events and online comments from the
Commonplace map indicate the most prevalent barriers to
active travel remain:

* issues resulting from dirt-bike use of the river valley, such
as churned up mud paths, safety issues and anti-social
behaviour

e litter and fly-tipping creating an unattractive
environment to travel through, including broken glass on
asphalt paths

* steep and uneven paths limiting accessibility
* issues regarding personal safety

A full report detailing the results of the behaviour change
work has been produced by Sustrans.
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2 Members of the public read the Visioning Report and complete the questionnaire

3 Selected Postcards from Leven

DATE: Monday 10th February 2020
LOCATION: Caledonian Hotel, Leven
ATTENDEES: 75

The purpose of the first public engagement event
organised in Leven was to record the views of the general
public regarding the river valley and its associated issues.
Representatives from Fife Council, Nature.Scot, Forth Rivers
Trust and Sustrans were present to engage with the public.

A series of panels were created by Iglu to provide
information and encourage members of the community to
share their stories and memories. The panels covered the
industrial heritage of the area, fauna found within the river
corridor and an interactive ‘Postcards from Leven' exercise
asking participants to write down their memories or general
comments of the river and surrounding area. Other
material presented included a video of drone footage
taken above the river corridor, biodegradable stickers of
various fauna available for the public to take away and

a ‘Where Do You Live?' poster intended to help locals
orientate themselves.

One of the key objectives of the first engagement event
was to gain a deeper understanding of active fravel in the
community; current pedestrian and cycle routes, existing
barriers and future suggestions which would make active
travel easier for all. Overall, the feedback suggested
that the river valley could be an excellent resource for
both pedestrians and cyclists if the existing paths were
upgraded, both in terms of width and materiality. There
were also many comments referencing barriers such as
lighting, safety, use of the valley by dirt bikers, the lack of
signage and a lack of facilities.

There was a broad indication that the river valley is
already a well-loved and popular greenspace within the
community. Many members of the public mentioned the
abundant wildlife they would encounter while out walking
or running and indicated that they thought the project
should respect existing habitats and retain some secluded
spaces.

Emerging potential solutions suggested by the community
to make the river valley a more desirable, attractive and
accessible place included the provision of new seating
areas (currently minimal), new facilities for family use,
improved lighting and upgrading all paths to a smooth
surface, particularly for any wheelchair users. Several
references were made to improve connections to the

existing path network and key trails such as the Fife Coastal
Path.

Several comments highlighted the requirement for

regular maintenance alongside paths as vegetation has
overgrown the verges and is creeping onto already narrow
footpaths. It was noted that mowing or cutting should not
be left as late as autumn. One idea to resolve this issue was
for local farmers to provide livestock to maintain overgrown
arass.

In general, the majority of the attendees were supportive of
the project whilst also outlining key issues to be considered.
The first community engagement event provided a
valuable starting point for the project team by identifying
and recording existing opinions (see Appendix page 29 for
record of comments noted).

It was decided that the next engagement event should
provide a greater level of base information to the
community as a starting point for discussions. The areas
identified for further presentation were the existing path
network and more detailed information on the flora found
in the river valley. Furthermore, the project tfeam also
decided to use the existing model at the next event as a
highly useful resource for the public.

IMAGES A >

I Members of the public complete the survey
2 Members of the public use the model to describe their journeys
3 Members of Methilhill Care Home share their views on community links

DATE: Monday 2nd March 2020
LOCATION: Methilhill Senior Citizens Centre, Methilhill
ATTENDEES: 85

The second public engagement event was facilitated

in Methilhill to capture the views and opinions of the
communities based at the western end of the project
area. The aims of the event were threefold: to hear and
record local knowledge and stories about the River Leven
and its green spaces, to further understand patterns of
usage and note key areas regarded as important for
access or amenity and to capture aspirations for the future
development of the area.

The information panels produced in addition to those
created for the first engagement event included an
overview of the existing habitats within the river valley
(based on the Phase One Habitat Survey), selected flora
and fauna found within those habitats (presented by
project team ecologist Leonie Alexander) and the existing
path network which since Event 1 had been extensively
surveyed and drawn by Iglu Studio. The size of the hall
also allowed plenty of space to install the existing model
constructed during Stage 1 -Visioning. Bookmarks were
also handed out to attendees which provided information

on the online Commonplace map and encouraged the
participation of the community to leave comments should
they feel more comfortable airing their opinions from
home.

Comments recorded at the event itself broadly mirrored
those made at engagement event 1 in terms of social
issues with dirt bikers using the areaq, the need to

upgrade path surfaces (width and materiality), essential
maintenance required alongside path verges and
provision of seating/spaces to relax. In addition, members
of the public who engaged with the Fife Council Roads
and Transportation were generally supportive in principle
of developing a network of active travel routes to link
Levenmouth with the river and new railway stations.

A wide age range was represented at the event, from
primary school pupils to young families and senior citizens.
The model was utilised by many attendees, across all age
groups, to orientate themselves and describe to the project
team the issues they faced along the routes used within the
river valley and beyond.

One member of the public brought in a series of photos
dating back to the 1990’s which showed the extent of a
major flood event at various locations within the valley
(see appendix). These photos underlined one of the
fundamental principles of designing safe and accessible
public spaces within a river valley: to provide room for the
river.

It was generally noted that there was a current lack of
facilities within the river valley. Some suggested uses and
activities which could be implemented through the project
included;

e 5k Park Run

* Fishing areas

* Play areas

» OQutdoor exercise areas

* Planting of fruit trees/orchards to connect with existing
edible trails

* A safe, sheltered place for teenagers to go
 Paintball

* Telescopes at the Docks

* Miniature train ride

* A communtity hub/arts/nature centre.

Other key emerging comments related to finding an
alternative site for the dirt bikers currently using the areq,
engaging with young people at an early stage in the
project and to include more ramps and less steps.

Although a major aspect of the project, connectivity
within the communities themselves (led by Amey plc)

did not form a significant role at these initial events. This
was arguably a lesson for future consultation. The project
team responded by undertaking online consultation that
focused on active travel through Levenmouth beyond the
river corridor (see Appendix page 37 for survey results and
comments).
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A
Scale model of the River Leven valley and surrounding context used at engagement events

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

A
Cognitive mapping competition winning pupils from Levenmouth Academy

[ Post Covid-19 1]

The following part of the engagement report covers the
alternative methods used to stay connected with the
community since the pandemic.

A combination of approaches were used to generate
feedback and maintain interest in the project, through
both online platforms and socially distanced outdoors
events.

The Concept Design Masterplan proposals have been
illustrated through an animation, tailored for people with
sensory impairments and available on theleven.org

With the concept design masterplan proposals only being
presented to the public in early October, placeholder
pages have been included at the end of the report to
outline community feedback on the proposals after all the
comments are collated.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report



The Leven Programme
i ThelavanFife

Sawmill Bridge over the
#RIverLeven, known locally as
the Iron Brig, is a Category C
listed building. It dates back to
1908 and was built by the
Brandon Bridge Building
Company of Motherwell.
#lLocalHistory20 #ThelLeven
#GrowingWithTheFlow

1238 PM - May 21, 2020 - Twitter Wah
App

1Retweet 16 Likes

=) it
Ken Caldwell SNP . May 22
Replying to GThelevenFils

Traffic can st use it. We arranged
for repairs to be dona 1o it by
Metwork Rail last year.

Mark Steven Egar. - May 21~
Replying to @TheLavanFile
|5 the steebworks bridge still intact?

The Leven Programme
BThelevenFite

Well done to those who
guessed the former creosol
works site at Methil Brae.
{10 We're currently undertaking
“., investigations with the hopi
. bringing this land back into
: - usein some form. Do you h
~ = any suggestions how this a
_; could be used? Let us know
Elbit.ly/20ERPd

) The Leven Programme @7 - M

During Local & Community History

Month wa'll be sharing some of the Ri
Leven's past with you. To start with, ¢
you guess where the following is? She
‘your ideas in the comments below, as
wedl g% your own photos & memaries |
the local area and river. #LocalHistory

4

Twitter

The Leven Programme Twitter account is managed by the
dedicated communications officer and has been very
active since joining the platform in August 2019.

During May 2020 to celebrate local history month, a series
of historic photos (selected images above) were uploaded
onto the platform as part of a competition for local
residents to guess where the photos were taken from. The
historic photos of various locations within the Connectivity
Project elicited plenty of comments and ignited discussion
on the various threads, including the future use of vacant
and derelict land (the Creosote site and the former Methil
Power Station).
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The Leven Programme
@TheLevenFife

Another striking landmark in
the distance that used to

dominate the Leven skyline.
Any guesses as to where thi
was taken? #LocalHistory2(

The Leven

106248 AM - May B, 2020 - Twitter Wab &

Ross Mackenzie My
Peplying ta GITh o
L Dacl

Pauline Silverman .. - Mzy 8
au don't get a prize &
: a Z

T, Calum Macaulay @
=0 [aniying to @IThelevenFife
* Methil harbeur looking east,
tawards Mathil power station. M
friand's dad, Jim Cowie, worked
there - if my memory serves me

right! Or maybe maybe it was
Roddy Mann's dad? Of maybe b
of them? it was a fang time aga.

The Leven Programme
HTheLewnFife

Currently a hidden and
inaccessible part of the Rivar
Leven, this location used to pl
amajor role in the area's
industrial history. Any guesse:
as to where it is?
#GrowingWithTheFlow
#RiverLeven

WSO AM - May 4, 2020 . Twitter Wab App

The photos also referenced other ongoing projects further
upstream within the river catchment, such as the former
Tullis Russell paper mill in Glenrothes which The Leven
Programme’s partners have been actively involved

in through discussions with Fife Council and the site
developers to ensure the river is protected and enhanced
as part of the wider Leven project proposals.
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The Leven Programme:

BT heLevenFile
During Local & Community
History Month we'll be sharing
some of the River Leven's past
r with you. To start with, can you

quess where the following is?

~ Share your ideas in the
comments below, as well as
your own photos & memories
of the local area and river,
#LocalHistory20

Bl T0:08 AM . May 1, 2020 « Twittér Web App

6 Aetweats @ Likes

riFife
I'd take & guess at Cameran

Bridga’

the faatbridge on tap laft

Tha Leven Programmae
@ThelevenFife

Well done to those of you who
correctly guessed the former
Tullis Russell paper mill in
Glenrothes.

A We're working closely with the
~ developers to ensure that

= #TheLeven becomes a focal
point of the regeneration of

. this site.

N HGrowingWithT heFlow

D) The Leven Programme =, May &

Currentiy & hidden and inaccessible part
of the River Leven, this |acation used to
play a major role in the area's Industrial
Fistary. Any guesses as 1o where it is?
AGrowing WithTheFlow ¥RiverLeven

A IMAGES

1-6 Twitter posts and threads as part of a competition for the public to guess
the locations of historic photos for local history month in May 2020

Facebook

During the summer the Leven Programme together with
project partner Forth Rivers Trust set up a photography
competition on Facebook with two categories for
submission, Wildlife and Rivers/Scenic. The objective of the
competition was to encourage the community to visit the
river valley during the most verdant period of the year to
really appreciate the incredible wildlife and nature on their
doorstep.

The competition was very popular with hundreds of votes
received for the submissions. 12 finalists were nominated
through ‘likes’ on the Facebook page with eventual
winners Kenny Ritchie (Photo 1) above in the Rivers/Scenic

category with 541 votes and Kelly Donald in the Wildlife
category with 460 votes. In total, over 3,000 votes were cast
for the 12 photos.

A limited edition collection of the 12 finalists photos will

be collated and included in a calendar which will be
distributed at future community events.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

A IMAGES

1-3 Rivers/Scenic category submissions
4-6 Wildlife category submissions
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Cognitive Mapping exercise

This engagement exercise was developed during
lockdown while schools were closed with the intention

of encouraging children to explore the river valley and

use their creativity to map their routes. The examples
shown above highlight just some of the many sensory
maps created by pupils from Levenmouth Academy who
experimented with model-making, videos and multi-media
formats to make their maps.

The pupils were asked to add a key, street names and

names of places, shops and functions, if important to their
understanding of a place.

20

By Doz Andelson

The exercise aimed to inspire interaction between young
people, animals, plants and environmental aspects

such as the weather and the river itself. The pupils were
encouraged to add sensory elements such as smells, touch
and noises in addition to visual clues and markers. Feelings
and emotions were also encouraged to be included in the
maps.

The submissions revealed that most of the participating

children already regularly visit the river valley and enjoy
spending time in nature.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report
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I Nieve Campbell 2 Emma Justice 3 Charity Nyoka 4 Diaz Anderson
5 Chloe Cunningham 6 Bethany Downes (winner) 7 Emily Barclay

Socially distanced markets

Since July 2020 and the slight easing of restrictions in

terms of meeting the public in a face to face setting, the
project team have been using socially distanced markets,
organised by our third sector colleagues at BRAG to restart
first hand discussions with local people.

The team used large scale maps including aerial
photography which enabled attendees, notably young
people, to locate themselves quickly by starting with the
question of where they live and whether they can spot
their house. The team outlined the advantages of better
connectivity between neighbourhoods and the river, and
how this will tie in with the development of the two rail
stations, that effectively bookend the Connectivity Project
site.

The first two markets in July and August attracted over
1200 visitors to each event with the River Leven stall
sitting amongst approximately 30 others housing artisan
producers of local food and craft products. This proved
to be a productive environment for discussions with
somewhere between 70 and 90 people visiting the stall
at each event. Conversations focused on the evolving
masterplan, and the wider active travel routes proposed
by Amey, and about a third of the visitors were reasonably
regular users to the river for dog walking, fishing or leisure
activities.

The third BRAG market on 12th September attracted fewer
numbers than in July and August (organisers noted around
600 attendees over the day mainly due to overcast and
windy conditions) however this allowed time to have more
detailed conversations. In total 59 people visited the stall,
some for a quick look and taking away some merchandise
with the promise of visiting the Leven website, however 20
of these visits furned into good quality conversations. The
key elements for discussion at the September event were
broadly in line with the issues raised in July and August,
albeit less slanted to the negatives of anti-social behaviour
and environmental concerns and more towards a positive
and aspirational focus for the project and its outcomes.

All the markets were used to further promote the use of the
Commonplace map for collecting feedback, and there is
evidence of some spikes in usage after these events.

IMAGES A
1-2 Photos taken from the BRAG Market September 12th 2020

The majority of visitors were local people with a KY8
postcode, with a good percentage already aware of the
project in one way or another, whether through attending
other events or reading about the project in the local press.
The make-up of visitors were across all age ranges, young
people, families with children, middle aged couples, elderly
couples and individuals. There were some very interesting
conversations with older people recounting anecdotes

of the things they used to get up to at the river when they
were younger, as well as young families who have been
using the area more due to lockdown restrictions impacting
on their ability to fravel, and a growing interest in the river
due to their awareness of the project and its aims.

Both the MSP and MP for the area also visited the stall,
which was advantageous in being able to bring them up
to speed on the project in a less formal setting than usual.

Some elements of the discussions had on the market days
included the following,

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

* The need to work with farmers in regard to controlling
water run off from fields that then impacts on paths and
access.

* Beftter linkages to Kennoway and the Pilgrims Way

* Requests for information in terms of the crossing points
for both the river and rail link.

* The sensitive removal of undergrowth at path links to
make the walk safer (COVID and other safety concerns)
and easier for those with children or less mobility.

* Conftrol of motorcycle usage — an ongoing concern, but
couched in terms of looking at alternative provision.

* Beftter sightlines or viewing points to allow appreciation
of the river, its views and wildlife.

* Infrastructure that would allow the river to be better
utilised, fishing, canoeing efc.

* The requirement for alternative community facilities and
more facilities on the river.

Over the three markets held so far, the feam have
interacted with around 200 people, these numbers

were to be augmented through the ongoing use of this
consultation opportunity however the market on the 10th
October was cancelled and the 14th November event is
still fo be determined. A Christmas market is also proposed,
the date for which is to be confirmed. 91



Brand Image

Early on in the life of the partnership group a logo and
brand image (see image adjacent) were designed

by Fife College students which is now carried on all
communications about the project. This image has assisted
in raising the profile of the approach quickly in the minds
of local people. The Leven logo now has a high level of
recognition in the area and beyond.

Merchandising

As part of the brand recognition approach for the Leven
Project, merchandising has been used as a way of
attracting attention and encouraging people to access
the website.

Pens and pencils have been useful as handouts at public
events notably for younger attendees, and they have
been made more attractive by combining the message of
their recycled or biodegradable credentials, which fit well
with the ethos of the Leven project as a whole.

Small runs of coffee cups and water containers (see
images adjacent) have also been used to send a message
of single use items as being problematic, and associating
their continued use with some of the deleterious impacts
on the environment around the River Leven.

Reusable shopping bags made from recycled plastic
bottles have also been popular — again the message
against single use plastic bags is writ large in this promotion
item, however they have also played a role in our
distribution of emergency food aid through the pandemic
process (see image adjacent). The main distribution point
for food at The Centre in Leven used the bags to make
delivery and doorstep collection more manageable for
older recipients of food aid who would struggle with a box
delivery.

All deliveries that went out were also accompanied by a
bookmark in the package, this displayed the link and a
pictorial representation of the Commonplace map, again
to drive people towards the website and leave comments
accordingly.
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WIN A REUSABLE LEVEN
WATER BOTTLE

Retweet and like this post, then leave
a comment to say you have done so.

The Leven

4
IMAGES A

I The Leven logo

2 Exampiles of recycled pens, cup and bookmark
3 Distribution of food aid

4 Advert to win a recyled reusable water bottle

Emerging community ‘desired outcomes’

Despite the disruption caused by the Covid-192 pandemic,
the breadth and extent of the engagement programme
has built up a substantive ‘knowledge bank’ of community
comments, issues and aspirations. From the start of the
engagement process, a recurring list of desired outcomes
of the Connectivity Project began to emerge from the
community from the first two public events in February and
March and following through online comments. Even at this
early Concept Design stage of the Connectivity Project,
eight general issues that the project needed to address
have been frequently raised by the community. These are
outlined below.

1. Path quality

Throughout the river valley many routes are merely desire
lines through grassland, dirt tracks and mown grass paths.
One of the most common points raised both at the physical
events and online was the need to generally upgrade

the path network throughout the valley. Furthermore,
upgrading pedestrian routes to smooth, hard surface paths
into and within the various surrounding neighbourhoods
was commonly identified as a priority to allow access

for pushchairs, wheelchairs and anyone with a mobility
impairment. This was particularly noted for the existing
route between Mountfleurie and Methilhill via the Creosote
site, already challenging due to the steep topography to
the north.

2. Off-road dirtbikes

One of the most prevalent concerns and a significant
barrier for accessing the river valley is the ongoing use of
offroad dirtbikes throughout the area. Many locals have
raised this issue at all stages of the engagement process. It
has been noted that the dirt-bikes are loud, dangerous and
can be threatening. However, it has also been suggested
that there is a historical association with dirtbikes and
provided they could be allocated a safe location away
from pedestrians their ongoing use could be supported.

3. Litter, fly tipping and pollution

Another key issue often raised by residents is the frequent
illegal dumping of litter and fly-tipping throughout the
valley. Part of this recurring problem is perhaps the
perception that some of the woodlands and particularly
the areas of vacant and derelict land appear abandoned,
unmaintained and are therefore unvalued. This is common
for many post-industrial spaces in an urban context
throughout Scotland.

One of the intended outcomes of the Connectivity Project
is fo create a wider appreciation of the verdant river valley
landscape through upgraded active travel routes, new
community facilities, outdoor education and an overall
emphasis on ecological and environmental awareness.

4. Providing new community facilites

Most members of the public would welcome improvements
to the river valley in terms of new community facilities.
Some initial ideas which have been raised include a

new community hub building, toilet facilities, shelters for
young people, fishing platforms, cafes, outdoor exercise
equipment, new play provision, bbg areas with seating and
kayak hire. The Concept Design Masterplan includes many
of the suggestions made by the public (see Masterplan
Report page 50-51), in particular the potential use of the
Creosote site as a location for a new community hub. It is
anticipated that the finalised Concept Design Masterplan
with confirmed train station locations will include a vast
array of the facilities suggested by the community.

S. Personal safety

Anti-social behaviour by young males in the area has been
raised as an issue. Some females have noted that they
have felt vulnerable walking on their own within the valley.
It is anticipated that the installation of lighting and greater
footfall resulting from upgraded paths and new facilities will
create a safer environment for all to enjoy.
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6. Maintenance

Another key point raised by both attendees at the public
events and through the online platforms is the ongoing
issue of vegetation maintenance. Although grasses and
vegetation are abundant throughout the valley and
create the sense of ‘wild nature,’ in some areas they are
overhanging paths and restricting mobility for pedestrians.
The widening of paths will generally be tied in with a
maintenance schedule to restrict vegetation from creeping
onfo routes.

7. Wayfinding

It has been noted that signage throughout the valley is
minimal and visitors would struggle to orientate themselves
with the current provision. Furthermore, as the upgraded
path network accommodates a hierarchy of uses, ranging
from shared use for pedestrians and cyclists to 2m wide
pedestrian only routes, a new wayfinding strategy is
essential to facilitate access for all (see Masterplan Report
page 61).

8. Upgraded river crossings

Finally, a common issue raised during the public events and
online was the need to provide more connections across
the river. In particular, the communities of Methilhill and
Mountfleurie have one crossing point at the Creosote site
though the steep slope north forces anyone with mobility
issues to take the longer route round via either the Iron Brig
or the Bawbee Bridge. The river crossing near Kirkland Dam
is also in need of upgrading to provide access for all.

Summary

These eight community issues, along with the overall
community feedback, were taken into consideration
during the process of shaping the Concept Design
Masterplan. The next step in the engagement process was
to present the Concept Design Masterplan proposals to the
public to see if they accurately address the conversations
held, the key issues that were raised and sufficiently reflect
community aspirations.
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A Journey through the River Leven Park animation

With the cancellation of the third public engagement
event at the end of March the project team decided to
create an animation as an alternative means of presenting
the River Leven Park Concept Design Masterplan proposals
to the public. Though it focused mostly on the river park
proposals the animation also noted that new connections
between communities would be established as part of the
project.

The animation takes the form of a journey through the River
Leven Park from west to east from an array of different
users perspectives: train passengers, walkers, runners,
wheelchair users, kayakers and even wildlife.

The animation presents the river park as a space for
people and nature, a place for communities to experience
together through improved connections, upgraded

paths and new facilities. The six framework elements

which shaped the masterplan are highlighted before

the animation runs through past, present and proposed
situations for four gardens designated for community focus
within the river valley.

The public’s response to the animation has been hugely
positive (see consultation summary on page 26-27) and
the project team are actively promoting its further use

METHIL GARDEN
PAST

'i. : wni” Mountfleurie
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RIVER LEVEN PARK | A

What do you think about the concept design proposals for the RIVER LEVEN PARK?
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1-6 Stills from A Journey through the River Leven Park animation

within the community in doctor’s surgeries, swimming pools,
the FRIC, cafes/community spaces and even at a Drive-

In Cinema event at East Fife Football Club stadium. In
addition, there have also been discussions held within the
project team about projecting the animation onto building
facades within Levenmouth to promote the project.

The animation is available to view here: https://www.
youtube.com/watch2v=Jv26904Q gU&feature=youtu.be

The draft Concept Design Masterplan developed from
the engagement conversations was first presented to
the community through a series of on-line events held in
October 2020. The events included,

* An on-line questionnaire through The Leven website
which infroduced the draft Concept Design Masterplan
along with the supporting animation.

* A conversation through Facebook, and

e Two online ‘Town Hall' events at which anyone
from the local community could register and join in
a presentation and conversation about the draft
proposals.

Online Town Hall events:

The Town Hall events were hour long events held on the
evenings of the 20th October at 4.30pm and the 21st
October at 6.30pm.

The project team presented a 20 minute infroduction to
the proposals which included information on the Green
Network and Active Travel workstreams.

Town Hall event 1: There were seven attendees at the first
Town Hall event, five members of the public, one member
of Fife Council and one local Councillor.

There was a range of questions asked in respect of

The River Leven Park project and the Concept Design
Masterplan, from antisocial behaviour to the proposed
provision for walkers and cyclists within the river valley. The
overall consensus of the Concept Design Masterplan was
favourable and in support of the proposals.

Specific points were raised about the water treatment
plant and whether any consultation been carried out with
regards to reducing the smell. In addition specific mention
was made of the cracks in the concrete cap over the pipe
that runs parallel to the river and the smells that came from
that.

Access along the whole of the river was discussed along
with the provision for cyclists as well as pedestrians which
was regarded as comprehensive. This led to further
discussions about boardwalks (noted as being an excellent
idea) and the point well made that any future boardwalks
needed to be accessible by all and wide enough for social
distancing. Referral was made to the recent bridge and

We need your tfeedback on

The Leven

boardwalk infrastructure constructed in the Hamiltonhill
Claypits in North Glasgow.

One of the key concerns voiced at the event was the issue
of anti-social activity including the off-road and quad bike
use in the river valley to the burning of wheelie bins. Whilst
these were identified as part of the on-going discussions,
including work with Kingdom Off-road Motorcycle Club, all
the concerns were noted.

Other comments included the possibility of sculptures at
access points, the need to provide toilet facilities within
the river park area and a desire for well designed and
innovative co-designed play infrastructure.

Town Hall event 2: The second event attracted five
members of the public, all of whom live and work locally.
All used the river valley area for general recreation and to
walk dogs. The overall feedback was that the proposals
were fantastic and that they were really enthused by

the project. There was also a general consensus that the
protection and enhancement of the river habitats was a

proposals tfor the River Leven Park.

N Eventinvitation sent out online for consultation exercise

high priority and all hoped that the proposals would come
to fruition.

A couple of the afttendees voiced their surprise that more
people had not parficipated in the online event, and

this prompted a discussion about what could be done to
spread word of the project and how those at the event
could get more involved. Concern was also voiced about
the elderly not receiving information, particularly during the
pandemic. In response, the project team presented a brief
overview of the engagement work to date, including the
good response at events such as the BRAG markets, the
competitions that had been run with the schools and the
interaction with the elderly through care homes and food
parcels. The attendees were informed that engagement
work would be on-going and were encouraged to leave
details on the website for future community sessions and
participation events.

In summary, whilst the numbers at the online events

were low, the overwhelming response was very positive,
supporting the proposals and wanting to ‘spread the word’
to get the community more involved in the Leven Project.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jv96gO4Q_qU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jv96gO4Q_qU&feature=youtu.be

River Leven Park Masterplan proposals

The online community feedback on the proposed River
Leven Park Concept Design Masterplan proposals that ran
from 9th — 23rd October 2020 is summarised below. Twenty
questions were presented to those visiting theleven.org
website with a total of 50 respondents leaving their answers
and comments. (The detailed questions, responses and
comments are included in the appendices).

The questions focused on the Masterplan proposals,
including detailed aspects including the ‘Garden’ designs
and the new railway line.

Consultation Questionnaire results:

The Concept Design Masterplan presented as part of the
River Leven Park Consultation received overwhelming
support acquiring a 92% agreement or approval. There
were none that disagreed with the proposals and only 8%
who were unsure.

This was an encouraging response from those that
responded, and whilst it is understood that the numbers
are a small fraction of the community, the comments and
figures support and reinforce the earlier conversations and
discussions with the community through the face to face
and on-line engagement that had gone before.

The new Railway line - Whilst the new railway station
locations have yet to be agreed, there was a range of
proposals suggested to make it easier to walk or cycle to
the stations. Key was the provision of new cycleways and
footways (32%) with access across the river or railway
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important (18%) along with off-road cycle routes also a key
consideration (12%)

The proposed Pollinator Corridor The green network and
habitat proposals are a strong element of the Concept
Design Masterplan. As such specific questions about

the key elements were asked with 88% of respondents
agreeing with the idea (2% disagreed) of the proposals for
a pollinator network. However when it came to learning
how to create and maintain a pollinator corridor only 54%
said they would be interested.

In respect of the new types of planting to the pollinator
corridors, hedgerows, fruit trees, wildflowers and long
grasses were the main types of plants agreed.

In a similar show of support 88% of respondents agreed or
strongly agreed with the proposals to enhance biodiversity
along the River Leven, with 84% agreeing with the proposal
to infroduce new native trees, and 86% in support of the
introduction of bird and bat boxes.

Segregated cycle routes — Respondents were asked about
their views with respect to segregated cycle routes to
make travel around the area easier without a vehicle.

80% were supportive of segregated routes with none in
opposition.

Off-road motorbikes - When asked about a dedicated
location for off-road biking in a location away from the
River Park 64% were in support and 18% were not. The
remaining 18% were unsure or did not answer.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

Legend
Proposed pollinator comiders — Proposedriver valley path network .. Proposed priority active travel network
Ireluding wildflewers and pellinating Srroath surface Lo Smocth surface to Sustrars specifications
vegetation Sustrars speci fications

Woodland Existing woodand to
e retmined and reinforced with

Grassland / low meadow — - - Proposed secondary active travel network
Existing grassland to be Smocth surface to Sustrars specifications
el notive planting

rrairtained reqularly

Grassiand / high meadow Existing River margin and embankment ‘Wet Woadland Existing woodiand
grassland to be allowed bo grow and reinforcement Inchudirg slope thinred managed ard erhaneed to
renaturalise (goad for biodiversity) sabilising sclubions establish flood tolerant aren

Floadplain Existing wethand and ko v Pollinater space Existing south Wildflower Existing grasslond
Iyireg river margins to be protected and Lelili)  focing slope planted for nectiv- oy plerted with wildfieaers
rmanaged ta accarmmedote fleading =R oS ingcclts C

" Gardens, Detailed Design Areas Froposed play spaces Including natural
. Areos of focus where communities + play slerments such as mounding
can mest, play. relax and secidlise ardd tunwels, Potential for other play
equi prment.

Features

e MNewi wiewing platform ot Kirkdend Damn

@ \weridam upgradsdto allow fish migration

o Farmer lode re-opened and exploration route

O Existing river bridge crossing upgroded to new ociive travel bridges across river and new rail-line
o Fropesed Heritage trail focal point of forrmer Methil Mill

0 R e lade ard rai dwalk through wet woodland

Methil Garden

The Methil Garden proposals were overwhelming well
received with over 88% agreeing with the proposals and
only 2% not agreeing. Particularly well liked were the
proposals to include an active travel bridge and a heritage
trail focal point at the former Methil Mill site both of which
received 90% agreement (and 0% disagreement). The
inclusion of a new viewing platform at the Kirkland Dam
and the opening up of the former lade and exploration
route were not far behind with 84% and 82% agreement
respectively.
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Burn Mill Garden

In a similar show of support to the Methil Garden proposals,
78% of respondents were in agreement with the proposed
design of the Burn Mill Garden (4% not agreeing). The
specific proposed features for the garden received
comparable support, and in some instances were
substantially higher. Of particular note were the proposed
new active travel bridge and education / gathering
space both of which received 86% agreement and 0%
disagreement. Not far behind were the proposals for a new
fishing platform and a new green roof hide / shelter, which
were 78% and 76% in the agreement ratings respectively
(2% & 4% disagreement respectively).
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Creosote Garden

The Creosote Garden continued the trend of the Methil
and Burn Mill Gardens with an 84% agreement to the
overall proposals. The active travel bridge again scored
highly with 86% agreement (and 0% disagreement),

a statistic that was reflected in the feedback for the
proposed wet woodland and river facilities. Not far behind
were the approval ratings for the proposed community
facilities, with the infroduction of a community hub
weighing in at 78% agreement (4% strong disagreement)
and community growing spaces at 76% agreement (6%
disagreement / strong disagreement).
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Iron Brig Garden

The final Garden presented was the Iron Brig which

was up with the other Garden proposals, recorded an
amazing 86% agreement with the overall proposals, and
0% disagreement, placing the Iron Brig Garden in second
spot just behind the Methil Garden. Once again the travel
bridge was a popular feature with 90% agreement and 0%
disagreement, putting the inclusion of travel bridges as the
top preferred features within the Gardens.

The two key features of the Iron Brig Garden, the viewing
platforms and the proposed new community co-designed
play space showed similar support to the key features of
the other gardens with 82% and 78% respectively.
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Consultation comments:

In addition to the specific questions asked and whether
the respondents agreed or disagreed with the proposals,
there was an opportunity for people to leave additional
comments to fifteen of the main questions. The table of

these comments is provided in the Appendix pages 42-55.

Overall the comments were supportive and very much

in favour of the Concept Design Masterplan and the
proposals for the River Leven Park, as the quotation from
one respondent, right, shows. The question was about
whether the respondent agreed with the overall concept
design plans for the River Leven Park.

“Absolutely. | moved into the Mountfleurie area
about 3 years ago and | love it here. I'm a keen
walker, me and my dog have travelled far and
wide fo access the best of Scotland's environment.
During lockdown and without the luxury of being
able to fravel far and wide | started to explore

the length of the River Leven more extensively.

| have been in awe at the sheer volume of life
and habitat that this area supports. | have seen
ducks raise their chicks, foxes scavenging, deer
resting, an otter and her two young swimming
and scurrying along the banks, kingfishers flash
their iridescent feathers in flight, fish leaping in the
strong current, hundreds of frogs emerging into life,
buzzards circling overhead and heron embattled
in their mating disputes. The biodiversity here is
wonderful and an incredible learning opportunity
for the community. | walk the river Leven daily with
my dog and | meet other walkers and people on
route between Kirkland and Leven. | was almost in
tears at the video you have created as | think this
will give more people the opportunity to explore
our beautiful environment and give access fo
those who are less able-bodied. | know a lot of
people feel that "the dam" area is unsafe, but |
can honestly say in all the times | have walked
here alone | have never felf intimidated and
everyone | meet is friendly and respectful. | agree
wholeheartedly in the plans to give respect to the
heritage of the site and to prioritise the protection
of the habitat for the wildlife first and foremost. But
ultimately | think this site, once transformed, will
be used more by the public and give incredible
benefit to the mental and physical wellbeing of my
community.”

Tempering the overall approval and support for the
Concept Design Masterplan, there were a lot of questions
about the detail of the proposals, the issues surrounding
pollution, anti-social activities, safety concerns, off-road
biking and the future maintenance of any proposals.

The detailed responses provided by the community will

all be taken and considered at the beginning of Stage

3 - Detailed Design of the River Leven Park, and will be

fed back and engaged on further with the community to
ensure that all voices are heard, and to make sure the park
is responsive to local needs and requirements.

Why we engaged

As stated at the beginning of this report, The Leven
Programme “Growing with the Flow" is an ambitious multi-
partner commitment to improving the area of the River
Leven catchment, delivering economic and social success
whilst improving the environment. Core to the project is the
realisation of the first phase of the programme, the River
Leven Connectivity Project, which includes the following
developments,

* anew river park along a 5km stretch of the river from
the river’'s mouth at Leven to Windygates in the west,

* the redlisation of the reinstated Levenmouth rail line,
including two new stations, and

e the establishment of a wider Active Travel Network
that connects park and rail with the surrounding
communities.

Key to this first phase of the Leven Programme is the
engagement with local people to ensure that local needs
and aspirations are captured, and the opportunity for local
people to participate in design and delivery is properly
afforded. As documented in the earlier sections of the
report, the project team have engaged a wide range of
strategies and actions to listen to people, to hear about
the place they live in and to provide control to shape and
determine the fundamentals of the proposed River Leven
Park, new rail line and stations, and the connecting Active

Travel Network.

What we asked the community

In the first instance we wanted to listen to the local
community, to the people of Levenmouth. We brought
along big aerial prints of the river valley and the
surrounding tfowns and we simply asked the community
about themselves, their place and their stories. How they
remember the place where they live, the place where they
work, and the place where they socialise, the issues and
conflicts and how they would like to see it in the future:
their aspirations and hopes.

From these conversations we developed the initial draft
Concept Design Masterplan and Active Travel Network.
Once developed and drawn we asked more detailed,
specific questions related to the proposals, but still focused
on the everyday lives and stories of the people, the
community.

This conversation will continue on throughout the future
stages of the project, but what will always be core to the
project are the stories of the people and the river.

How we let the community know about the project

With the pandemic health emergency, the project team
have had to adapt and rethink strategies to ensure less
heard groups were included within the conversations.

As such we have engaged with both tried and new
methodologies to reach as many people and groups as
we could, including,

e  On-line questionnaires

* Consultation through the creation of a project specific
website and interactive map.

* Face to face events (pre-pandemic)

» Socidlly distanced markets — taking a stall at the local
BRAG markets

* Events along the river including otter spotting and deer
walk + talk

* Engagement with schools — Cognitive mapping exercise
and Fish in the Classroom

* Behaviour change events and meetings

* Facebook and Twitter events — photograph competition
Brand marketing and merchandising

* Production of an animation for use on social media and

at events.

Print including newspapers and postcards

Talking to people at each and every opportunity

Engagement with community groups — e.g. CLEAR

Fife Council training and skills team

Who we heard from

Key to the engagement process was making sure we
heard from a range of community members across the
entire project area, and where possible beyond.

We have heard from,

Local stakeholders

Land owners

Business community

Policiticans

Community councils

Community groups — including Fife Centre for equalities

Local workers

Job clubs

Young people

The elderly

The community at large

And the project partners — Fife Partnership

As with any engagement process it was not possible for us
to ask everyone, and not everyone we asked chose to tell
us their views or provide details, but the voices we have
heard have been listened to and have formed the basis of
the proposed Concept Design Masterplan.

Community feedback

The response from the community has been
overwhelmingly positive and supportive of the proposals
to change and improve the river and surrounding
connections throughout Leven, Methilhill, Methil and
communities beyond.

Specific topics that did arise included,

Paths and improving their quality

Anti-social issues including off-road bikes

Litter, fly-tipping and pollution

Providing new community facilities

Personal safety

Maintenance of existing and proposed landscape and
facilities

* Wayfinding and signage

* Improved and upgraded river crossings

What was notable from the community feedback,
including the recent River Leven Park on-line consultation
2020, were the many comments of positivity one of which is
set out below.

“Excellent - | love that these plans infend to
increase biodiversity to the area. This, coupled
with easier public access will make it an interesting
and beautiful place to bel! .... With these proposals
| envisage more of the community coming
fogether, outdoors in all weather enjoying this
space and benefitting from connection to nature
and other people.”



Next steps

Community engagement will continue to be a crucial
aspect of the River Leven Park development. Below are
a number of proposed starting points to consider during
Stage 3 - Detailed Design.

* Once the train station locations are confirmed
the masterplan will need to integrate traffic-free
connections from the stations into the wider river
park. This fully integrated Concept Design Masterplan
will need to be presented to the community for final
conversations and approval.

* The finalised Concept Design Masterplan will then
be presented to the Sustrans Review Panel for further
approval before progression to Stage 3 - Detailed
Design.

* Stage 3 - Detailed Design Communtiy Engagement
Inception meeting or events with project team
and partners to establish community engagement
methodology and recording process.

* Community values and design event where we'll ask
the community to provide input into key areas to help
shape the design for the project. These areas will be
based on things communities have already told us they
are interested in including walking, cycling, wildlife,
activities and community facilities.

* Project selection meeting between project team,
partners and the Leven Programme Delivery Group
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The following Appendix includes the responses from

the first survey completed by members of the public to
ascertain baseline opinions on existing use of the valley,
comments recorded at the first two engagement events,
responses from the Spaces for People survey, a summary

of comments from the Active Travel Network survey, a list

of landowners contacted by the project team about the
Connectivity Project, social media posts and extracted
pages from the report produced by Levenmouth Academy
pupil Emma Justice.

Initial community survey 33

Event one comments 34

Event two comments 35

Spaces for People survey 34

Active Travel Network survey 37

List of landowners / social media posts 38

Pages extracted from pupil report 39

Consultation comments 42-55
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Monday 10th February 2020

This was teh first survey sent out to ascertain a baseline
opinion from locals. The survey was promoted via
social media with a link on theleven.org website too.
Targeted boosting was carried out on Facebook to
accounts that fell within the Levenmouth areaq, so it
would appear on their timeline, even if they did not
follow the Leven Programme. Locals were also asked
to fill in paper copies at the events and these were
tfransposed into the online system. The vast majority of
responses came from the KY8 postcode area.

Question: Do you visit any part of the River Leven between
Cameron Bridge and Levenmouth? (select one answer)

ves, | fravel by the river I

S S AN O

time by the river

Yes, | both fravel by the NG

river and also spend
time there

No, I neither travel by or I

visit any part of the river

Not answered |

0 219

Question: How easy is it for you to get along the River
Leven from Cameron Bridge and Levenmouth from where
you live?e (select one answer)

Very easy N

Easy T
Neither easy orhard G

Hard |
Very hard [
Not answered |
0 119

Question: Would you increase the number of times you
walk along or visit the River Leven if it was easier fo accesse
(select one answer)

Yes |
No —
Maybe I
Not answered ]
0 270

Question: What things would you like to see introduced
that would help improve your access to the River Leven?
(select all that apply)

O O DG I O K

from Cameron Bridge
to Levenmouth

Improved path network G

from my home directly

to the river
Other [
Not answered ]

0 346

Question: When passing by or visiting the River Leven from
Cameron Bridge to Levenmouth, how often do you see
wildlife in the area? (select one answer)

All the time I
somefimes T
Never ||

Don't pay attentionto |
wildlife on journeys

Not answered |
0 245

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

Question: What things would you like to see infroduced
to improve the attractiveness of the river route between
Cameron Bridge and Levenmouth? (select all that apply)

Amenities such as toilets NG

and cafes

Improved family
facilities

Seating areas

Reduction in anfi-social - | EEEEEEE—

behaviour

Reduction in fly-fipping I

and vandalism

Better lighting along
walking routes

Open spaces/areas
Wildflowers and plants

along the walking and G

cycling route
Amenities/facilities to
enable wildlife spotting
in and around the river

Regeneration of vacan!

and derelict land
Other

Not answered

386

Question: If you see wildlife, which of the following do you
see? (select all that apply)

Birds

Otters
Fish

Deer

Insects

Squirrels
Rabbits

Other

Not answered

(e}

386
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The Leven — Connectivity Project

February 10 2020

Event 1 Sticky note comments

Connectivity / links

Coast link isn’t good for cycling

Better links fo and from Leven Valley needed (eg
Buckhaven/East Wemyss)

Step-over walls are too difficult

Simon Crescent path now overgrown (fenced off)
Accessible but not to quads + bikes, provision elsewhere
Provision elsewhere for motorbikes

Kirkland Dam steps are too steep

Tactile markers along the route (ie wooden sculptures,
MOosaicCs)

Wheelchair access on path

Links into river for wild swimming

Wide route for pedestrians and cyclists (hard surface +
maintained)

New houses at Aldi need access

Access from Leisure Centre (depending on trainline)
Land managed by overflow — pipes dangerous

Likes the changes at the weir, can see the river and
nature

Nurture centre as contact for family involvement
Leven Las Vegas 100 members — Sports Centre 10K 2019
Inclusive routes for all users but there should also be
more secluded spaces too

Two vans parked in way of route to Aldi

Wider paths needed as people/dogs often fall

Narrow space on path — pushing towards river
Wouldn't walk along ‘coastal path’ from Buckhaven to
Leven - boring for residents

Crossing to reflect new routes + paths

Wider path on Methilhill side of river

Do not confine path network to the valley — we need an
integrated network across Levenmouth with as much
off-road as possible

Link to Aldi would be missed

Access from a car park (visitor) too far to get to

Car parking needs to be nearby

Even surface - safe seating

General ideas

Edible trails like in Perth

Mass orchard planting along paths providing fruit,
blossom, amenity

Vegetation is overgrown, livestock could maintain
Paths are overgrown, residents have to sweep cuttings
themselves (blower would help)

Should be maintained in early summer not autumn
Natural flowers leaving things to nature

Flora and fauna info boards

Will you be putting a nature guide if repaired for walks
by some people

Trees + natural playground

Would visit if there was interpretation info / locations for
nature

Use of logs or boulders for seating rather than benches
as more robust

Seating areas are needed as walks are long

Nice seats would be good

Lochore Meadows as an example of what Leven could
become

Heritage and nature information could be displayed in
an area cenftral to the scheme

Dogs should mostly be on leads but there should also be
space for them to run freely

Creosote Site

Creosote site has potential rail parking or something for
motorbikes or pump tracks

Would like to see lots of different things in the creosote
site, a park with water

Develop creosote site as a recreational space
Creosote bike park would be too loud

Get timber yard involved with creosote site woodland

Schools / young people

Involve young people in river activity as this will trickle up
to parents

School’s outside - learning woodland

School classes should encourage interaction with the
outdoors

Segregated safe space for nursery

Mixed use for different groups

Community hub very important

Get involved with the Festival of Fun, mix of disability
groups last Saturday in July

Opportunity to work with Sense Scotland based

in Glenrothes, Festival of Fun, Bill Wood billwood@
sensescotland.org.uk

Encourage disabled access with resting points, seating
areas with sensory materials

Swimming at Methilhill near Ash Grove

Men's Shed ideaq, build benches which will be installed
along the path network

Start new Men'’s sheds

Working with church to look at community inputs

General issues raised

Working mill on the river near Kirkland House

Fear of antisocial behaviour ruining the changes

How do we encourage people out into the countryside
and nature?¢

Does not feel safe due to remoteness, drugs and fear of
mugging

Felt creepy in 60s/70s

Tractors make routes muddy

Silt from Diageo causes issues for anglers

Diageo killed deer on-site

Nowhere pretty for Methil people to go

Flooding seems to stop people getting to the river
There's a seal near Aldi in a fallen free

Worried about bikes and vandalism if opened to all
Sandy Brae Cenftre track not big enough for motors

River cleanliness

When a lady was young, she believed the river was
orange in colour
River cleanliness should be improved

The Leven Programme — Connectivity Project, Community
Engagement Event 2, Public Drop-in

Location: Methilhill Centre, Main Street, Methilhill, KY8 2DP

Time & Date: 10.00 - 16.00 Monday 2nd March 2020

Post-it notes comments

Connectivity / links

Based in Maple Gardens, you can walk all the way to
both Kennoway and Letham Glen

Would use river if it was safer but there are more people
on the roads so | go there

Should be an entrance/signage to the valley at the
Kirkland mini-market

Would like to see links to the coastal path and more
benches

No buses to the river for those without a car

Difficult to use due to debiris, surfaces, vegetation and
glass

Resurface the existing paths, don’t need new ones
Link required to Glenrothes from Windygates
Pavements between Windygates to Glenrothes allows
cycling traffic free

Try to cycle but too difficult along the river — hard to find
off-road routes

Need more cycle paths

Pipes were always used by children for crossing
Pedestrian bridge could be installed on the former piers
next to the Iron Brig

Re-open old railway line in East Neuk as a new
cycleway

Could there be a diagonal foot bridge underneath the
Iron Brig tfo maintain off-road pedestrian routes?
Wooden boardwalks — locals might try to burn them
Community hub location next to new housing opposite
Creosote site not ideal for elderly as no direct bus
connections and steep road down from nearest bus
stop

Need to improve the Coastal Path too, it is far too
narrow

General ideas

Would like to see information on the nature and history
Would like to see information boards

Sighage improvements are needed from Methilhill to the
river

Would like a gym trail, but natural, not too man-made
Leven could become the next “Orchard City”

River clean-up opportunity at old steelworks

Poplar Road area has a lot of bother from motorbikes
who constantly cause hassle for locals. They need an
area of their own!

Get the school pupils involved in picking up litter,
Duncan Zuil from Levenmouth Academy could help
Engage young so they are invested

Paintball at the Creosote site

Look at examples of trains in Netherlands for good bike
storage

Design for park run 5k in Leven

Mass planting of fruit frees to connect the river valley to
Buckhaven Orchard Trail

Re-use sleepers as benches

A nature/ecology centre

Arts/pottery centre

Gas barbecue areas in the large grassy areas

There should be more seating overall, and picnic areas
Get local kids to design artwork for the rail-line fences
Could there be a miniature train ride — maybe at the
Heritage Railway?

Teenagers need a safe place to go. Firepit / shelter /

if they help to design and/or build them they will take
pride and ownership of them

General points raised

There's illegal dumping, more mattresses in the river —
about a dozen from S. Brae to Bawbee Bridge

Trains used to go from Leven to Edinburgh

Used to swim in the river when | was young

Enjoyed seeing animals in the glen

Invasive Himalayan Balsam spreading/re-infecting from
the Back Burn to River Leven

Build up otter habitats so they outcompete mink, build
holts, create pools for hunting fish.

Maintenance of vegetation is needed, though it does
stop the bikes

Would like to see restrictions to motorbikes

Weren't physically able to continue dog walking

Feels uncomfortable on own as a woman - frightened
by groups of young people

Too much glass for cycling from Friday nights

Would be nice to see lots of fish

Parking at Aldi

Motorbikes and mink are issues

We pick raspberries when we walk the line, I've seen
strawberries on other paths which we also picked

Area next to waste water plant used to be a dump so a
detailed survey would be required before installing any
foundations

Raised area next to Aldi route filled with old cement
from cement works

Area to the right of Burn Mill dam is old infill

Not much for kids to do in the area when the weather is
bad



Spaces for People consultation

https://consultation.sepa.org.uk/the-leven/spaces-for-
people-consultation

This report was created on Tuesday 13 October 2020 at
12:20

The consultation ran from 03/07/2020 to 13/07/2020
Responses to this survey: 39

1: Which streets or paths in Levenmouth do you think are
not wide enough to pass others safely¢

There were 35 responses to this part of the question.
2: Which stfreets or paths in Levenmouth currently have
queues outside shops, takeaways or cafes where it is

difficult to pass safelye

Text - Queues
There were 25 responses to this part of the question.

3: Which streets or paths in Levenmouth have bus stops
where there is not enough space to wait safelye

Text - Space
There were 19 responses to this part of the question.

4: Are there any roads in Levenmouth where a temporary
20mph limit would make it safer to walk or cycle?

Text - 20mph limit
There were 21 responses to this part of the question.

5: Are there any areas of Levenmouth where temporary
cycle lanes would benefit cyclistse

Text - cycle lanes
There were 25 responses to this part of the question.

6: Any other comments or suggestionse

Text - Comments
There were 20 responses to this part of the question.

Q.

Do you support the overall Levenmouth Active Travel Route
Network proposal?

A.

94% generally supportive comments

Q.
Do you have any comments about any of the individual
links that make up the overall network?

A.

Some respondents felt Buckhaven was not adequately
served. Comments included requesting better linkages
from Buckhaven to the new railway station at Cameron
Bridge, the river and Levemouth Campus.

Others also felt that connections north were lacking
including through Kennoway and Broom.

Comments were made regarding linking to existing core
path network, coastal path, Pilgrims Way and Leven Loop.
Quotes:

“The unconnected and brief stretches shown in Leven
stand out as odd”

“I think better routes surrounding the dam and river leven
would be awesome. Helps for lesuire cycling also. It also
supports the properties across from diageo accessing the
stations at cameron bridge also and not just leven station.”
“It would also be nice to see wildflowers along routes [ a
focus on being 'green’ would be nice, as in recycling bins
etc for the public to use on walking routes.”

“It might be a good idea to fry and get the local
communities to help with planting flowers etc, especially
young children and schools, | think this would help people
take pride in their community.”

“West of Levenmouth Campus, use existing developer
plans for green corridors which link to Cameron Bridge."

Q.
Do you have any thoughts on how walking and cycling
can be encouraged in the Levenmouth area?¢

A.

A popular response was the desire for segregated routes,
improved access to low cost bikes and safe cycle storage.
Public facilities such as seating, resting areas, dog waste
bins, recycling bins, public toilets:

Education and tackling the school run.

Accessibility for all.

Education.

Lighting and improved condition of and maintenance of
routes.

Quotes:

“Provision of cycle parking in destinations, pedestrian/cycle
priority in new developments, low traffic neighbourhood
schemes, filtered permeability schemes, removal of
obstructions on routes, raising awareness of safe cycle
routes.”

“It would be nice to have some secure bike storage
facilities by Leven beach and around the area and safer
cycle lanes. Maybe down by the river you could have a
small nature reserve where people could go to and relax
also having lots more bins to allow people to keep the
area tidy. Also you could have that more accessible and
iluminated at night creating a safer walking passage, also
having lots of bins for glass bottles. It might be worth looking
into having one of those recycling machines that give you
money for glass and plastic bottles, | think this would help
give an insensitive to keep the area tidy.”

“I hope this becomes a reality would be great for all able &
disabled.”

Q.
Are there any missing links that you would like to be
considered@e

A.
Suggestions included routes to:

e Levenmouth campus

* Silverburn Park

* Methil docks

* Buckhaven waterfront/foreshore area

* Comments highlighted ambition to connect outlying
seftlements such as East Weyms and Lundin Links as well
as up river to Markinch

Quotes:
"there is scope for a key offroad link between River/

Campus/Starkies Wood/Swan Brae/Energy Park/Buckhaven
Foreshore "

“Key Route 6 appears to use Waggon Road at its southern
end. The original pathway/route from Durie Estate to
Leven Promenade followed a line from the bus turning
point at Casan, following Holly Road to Broom Road then
onto Waggon Road. If this was a recognised cycle route it
would link Leven from North to South.”

E Wemyss/Buckhaven via Percival Rd/rear of Levenmouth
Academy/Methilhill is the most glaring.

Q. Where do you consider are the most important locations
to cross the river and new railway line?¢

A.

Common responses:

Steelworks Brae

Methil to Windygates/Kennoway

Mountfleurie

Mouth of the river

Cameron Bridge

At the new railway station locations

“This depends on final specific locations selected for
stations. However as close to Cameron Bridge as possible

- at present there is only the A915 road but there needs to
be separate non-vehicle crossing. This is the major gap and
may hinder use of Cameron Bridge station”

Lessons learned

Some respondents felt the map lacked detail and an
appropriate key. There were also comments which
suggested the respondents felt the map ignored the
existing core path network, the Leven Loop and planned
developments. It was also clear that the respondents
didn’t fully understand that the proposed routes would be
segregated from road traffic.

“I found the format of the map difficult to interpret, so it's
hard to be specific about what is planned. Street names
would have been helpful.”

Future maps used for consultation should include the Leven
Loop and possibly the Fife Coastal Path. Specific reference
to segregation should be included and, if appropriate,
visualisations. Street names and/or trip generators/
landmarks should also be included to help respondents
orientate themselves.



Landowners contacted by the Leven project team:

ok Like | 4 Share |~ SuggestEdits
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1. Tullis Russell Papermakers @ he Lven rogramme
2. Caledonian environmental services The Laven **YOTING NOW CLOSED™® Current Walking Routes
3. Coal Authority ' x:E‘:f‘k:f:'::agf::e"f:o"::;eh:"{::[":f:ﬂ:n':“;‘zg’;":: f:e’;:“:;::z; Currently there are several paths along the river with several different access points.
We really enjoyed looking at them.
4. MeTSO Woo.d The Leven Due to the high standard and volume received, we have decided to have 1= Path shown in red in FiEUrE 2 below
5 . F|fe CO unc |I Programme 2 verel winners. ABOUT THE LEVEN PROGRAMME
6. SP Distribution PLC AL R Y1727 Yo e 1o teckie whio Tdea NI e Tom our o There is a path which starts next to the Sawmill Bridge on the left of the river and goes right along
7. Glen Housin g Association Limited B Our first shortisted entries fal within the Widie catagory. Simly fke The Leven Pfﬂ.gfamme. until the bridge crossing the river at Kirkland near the Burn Mill Dam. Along this path is the Dam
8 Robert Purvis Plant Hire Limited e esbugeieoidsin s aneibint e Ul Uiy “;:‘;Cl‘;?:r::m wood which is an old park that was previously maintained by the Robert Gough Centre however is
) . .y .. Reviews * In the case of & e, The Leven Programme reserves the right to choose organisations, privats secto. no Ionger maintained at all. The Dam Wood has PG‘I‘.EI'ItiH‘l to be a nice addition to the path,
9. Hermiston Securities Limited e the final wirmer S
10. Trustees of Michael John Wemyss oo ' i ‘ 2 —Path shown as green in Figure 2 and picture 5/6 below
1 -~ Community Zee all
1. Andrew Michael John Wemyss BIETR PE———— Along the side of Burnside Motors, closest to Castlefluerie, there is a path that leads down over the
12. James and Teresa Selfndge A N 874 pespie follow this old railway line and across to the River Leven and the bridge crossing near the Burn Mill Dam. This
13. DB Cargo (UK) Limited L i iver i '
. joins up both sides of the river into the local community from both sides as it comes out at the other _
. Ab Seea Photo 1: Path along the river Photo 2: Wooden structure next to Dam Wood
14. Sainsbury’s Supermarkets . = side of the bridge into Methil, down the road along from the recycling centre. 2

@ www.thelever.arg

[ Non-gaovernmental arganisation (NGO}

15. Epsilon 3 Limited

16. Robbins & Myers U.K. Limited _

17. SJFInvestments Ltd = There is a path starting from that same bridge on the side of the river closest to Kirkland that goes all

18. Scottish Water Q0% a2 15 comments 74 shares ©0 26 12 comments 1 share the way along to the Kirkland Dam Weir with several exit/entrance points that lead into Methil and a
bridge crossing the river close to the Kirkland Dam Weir.

- 3 = Path shown as blue in Figure 2 below

(Z) Price range Not applicable

[ff) Like () comment £ Share [1{5 Like D Comment £> Share

4 =Path shown as pink in Figure 2 below

Most relevant =

All comments = From the Leven side of the river alongside the road there is an entrance just beyond the Duniface
<« Tweet Elizabeth Stoddart They are all so good ....the judges are goin Farm area. There is an underpass which joins up with the bridge closest to the Kirkland Dam Weir.
to have a hard time chngsm 1t ”? ood luck everyone E” 4 @ Lakea Birrell Gongratiiations: kelly. Yayyyy @ 8
11 The Leven Programme Retweeted e 3 it 6w Q1 5 = Path shown as yellow in Figure 2 and photo 12 below
. Gw
0 J@ﬂ;ﬂséﬁ:'ut;a v There is a path used by dog walkers that goes alongside the old railway and goes behind Sainsbury’s
i y m; Michael Smallwood The Kingfisher all day long @ ’ Daniel Jpb Way to go Kelly!!! and comes out just behind the swimming pool at the promenade. Currently this path is not a proper
*u. \ 1 s at
Thanks to @FifeCouncil for meeting this morning to 6w O it 9 path and links up at a large slope at the path at Sawmnill Bridge.
. ; T e ; Photo 3: Path covering sewer next to river Phota 4: Old Railway line
discuss @ThelevenFife - a fantastic initiative in my R P . Kevin Lueng Kiidos Kelly1§ These paths would all need work done to them to make them suitable to be used by large numbers : ¥

O O of people. Currently many of these paths are simply mud paths or have been worn down by dog

constituency, now working in tandem with
Y g walkers. Some have been left behind by construction work and were rough to begin with but now

@LevenmouthRail &

. © Top fan years later have become potentially dangerous to use with the paths becoming obstructed by large
Maureen Kaempfe Done
11:45 AM - Dec 16, 2019 - Twitter for iPhone P O W Lesley Hillhouse Well Done Kelly. boulders or holes obstructing the pathway.
aw
Bw The bridge closest to the Kirkland Dam Weir is small and although sturdy does not hold the
3 Retweets 14 Likes Matrsen Kaempte Frog appearance of being so. The wooden panelling making up the base of the bridge is old and is wearing
o O Q Hayley Ramsay Yaaay!! Kelly you did it...Congratulations!! = &3 away so that there are small holes in the bridge that could pose a potential danger to the public as a
Q T ) 0 Ew (v foot could easily get caught in one of these such holes. Maintenance needed for this bridge.
Catherine Palmer Kingfisher.
B O ﬂ Lorna Goew Congratulations Kelly!!!

1
N Tweet by Jenny Gilruth MSP highlighting her support for the Leven Programme Ew 0

Ailsa Jonsen Heron

Bw % _.-‘ e 5 ,.’{ . T i
- é@( 1 5” ] ; Green = 2
-a | =W &
; : Photo 6: Continuation of path 2
Maggie Johnston Ducks my choice ; :;mm*—%‘ Eﬁ% e 1 Photo 5: Start of path 2 p

Figure 2: Colour coded map showing current paths

Facebook comments on the photography competitions > oW

T e I T At M AT

® e 0e e O

Lynne Smith Kingfishar

38 Connectivity Project Engagement Report Connectivity Project Engagement Report 39



40

Page |6

Main Problems along this section

Fish Barriers, Weirs and Abstractions
Along this section of the river there are two main obstacles to fish migration, the Burn Mill Dam Weir
and the Kirkland Dam Weir.

The Burn Mill Dam Weir (as shown in the photo below) is an old weir with trees on an island in the
middle which split the weir into two parts. It does not completely stop fish migration as there are
still fish as far up as the Kirkland Dam Weir however it does greatly restrict fish migration.

The Kirkland Dam Weir (as shown in the photo below) is combined with a sewer pipeline which Is
encased in the weir by Scottish Water making the weir complicated to remove (Sewer pipe route
shown in Figure 3). Because of the slope that the weir is on there is very little way that fish can
possibly move past the weir and so acts as a major obstacle for fish migration.

uﬂi‘:ﬁ %

Photo 9: Burn Mill Dam Weir Figure 3: Map showing where sewer pipe runs

Page |7

Other Problems

Anti-social behaviour - The route is frequented by numerous individuals acting in an anti-social
manner, mainly children and young adults who use the area and paths to smoke, drink and partake in
less than legal activities. The number of these people tends to increase towards the end of the week
(Thursday, Friday and Saturday). They also use the area to mess around on their bikes, motorcycles
and quad bikes. They have been known to quite frequently start fires along the route either with the
bushes lining the path or with rubbish they have found/brought, this not only looks really bad to
anyone walking along these paths at the time or later when the fire is out, the scrap remains can also
be potentially really dangerous to both the people involved in starting the fire but also to anyone
passing at the time. Due to these individuals the path is also covered in broken glass that just seems
to increase constantly, this can put dog walkers in particular off of using this route because of the
increased risk that a dog is going to injure itself on the glass. This route is likely so popular for anti-
social behaviour because it is not maintained and there is minimal foot traffic so they are unlikely to
get caught or face any consequences for their actions.

Litter and Rubbish - The River has long been used to dump rubbish in which means that the river is
far from clean and is littered with trolleys, car parts and other miscellaneous rubbish. Understandably
this puts off a lot of people from using the path who would have been using it for the scenery, a nice
day out etc. This could also prove a problem for fish migration etc. as the more people that dump
rubbish into the river the higher the chances are that something that has been dumped will cause
harm to the environment.

Safety issues - The area next to the swimming pool where the paths come out is fine and safe most
of the time however at certain times throughout the year there are families parked in caravans that
camp at the entrance to the path. Some of these families have been known to have with them
dangerous animals such as dogs that have frequently attacked other dogs or put individuals at risk
making the route much less used during these times of the year. 9 out of 10 of these families are
completely fine and no bother to the locals however it is that 1 out of 10 that have made the
community weary.

Much of the path, particularly from Burn Mill Bridge along to the Kirkland Dam Weir, is very thin and
would only allow one person to walk along at a time safely, this would be fine however there is a slope
on one side of the path and the river on the other which means it is really easy to put a foot wrong
and fall and potentially have a serious injury. As well as this it means that if you meet someone coming
the other direction then there is no space along much of the path to be able to step to the side and
let the person past which also poses a serious safety problem.

In or after bad weather many of the paths, particularly the paths in and about the Dam Wood,
currently become quite dangerous and hazardous because of the fact that so many of them are just
mud or are covered in mud meaning that when it has been raining the paths become very easy to slip
on and as previously mentioned the paths are very thin so a slip on those paths could be even more
dangerous because it could mean falling down the slope or into the river which again could cause
someone a serious injury and since the path currently isn't well used, if the person is on their own
then it could be hours before they are found. (Shown in photo 12)

There is much less access from the Leven side of the river. This is likely because the river is separated
by a wooded area and any access from the Leven side would require a bridge to join up with the path
which is expensive and, in most cases, unnecessary.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report
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Opening up the path starting from Kirkland Dam to make it more user friendly and clearly marking
the walk and putting lighting along the walk so that it can be used as a safe route to school that cuts
the walking journey time from Leven down to about 30 minutes instead of about 60 minutes.

Phato 16: Example of signage at Loch Leven

Access 1 main.

!Zoure 300,.“

Phota 17: Example of signage for the Fife Coastal Path

Connectivity Project Engagement Report
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Do you agree with the overall
proposals for Methil Garden?

B L

Do you agree with the overall Do you agres with the ovarall
proposals for Burn Mill Garden? ' proposals for Creosote Garden?

Do you agree with the ovarall
proposals for lron Brig Garden? |

£

'Whare is the most important

existing crossing across the
River Leven that you use for
journeys made by foot or by
bika?

i G

Where will be the most  There will be two new railway

important location you will need 'stations as part of the new

to cross the new railway line?  railway link, one at Leven and
rone near Cameron Bridge,
.although we don't have the
rexact details yet. What would
be the key thing that would
'make it easier for you to walk
or cycle to either of the new

H |

We know there are bits of the Do you support segragated
proposed active travel network  cycle routes to make it easier
that we might not have got right 'to travel around the area

just yet. Please tell us what you without a vehicle?

think is missing or whera the

network could be even better.

K

[ there was a new pollinator
rcorridor created, what types of
plants would you like to see in
Hit?

Do you agree with the owverall
proposals for the pollinator
network?

L ]

Would you be intarestad in 1 Do you agree with the overall
leaming how to creale and .concept plans for the River
maintain polinatar habitat, and/or | Leven Park?

take part in planting and mowing?

- Taxt - Mowing reasons !

o ]

Do you think you would use or | Would you support us providing
visit the River Leven Park 'a dedicated location for the use
regularly if the proposed ,of off-road motorbikes ina

improvements were made7

lecation away from the public
rivar park?

.

(==

: stations 7
MIA MNA | MA i
Any change or adaplation to the | The mosl westery crossing joining | As per Q8" answar. hA | think all tha rasidants of
ground in il cuman! slate can only I'Windygalas & Maethihill | Kannoway, Windygales and
ba an improvemant. {Mathihl would ail appraciate a
\dedicated location for the use of
toff-road motorbikes in a koecabion
|away from the public rver park as
lwa ara plaguad by this meanace
rduring the summer months
B Lashaciaily
1l use the brdge 1o Kennoway a Heading from tha old cfeasols "Eaod Bghting and camarnas o H
'lot bul mayba the Sleahlwvorks works up Lo Akdi. make me feal safe. ! ! i
Cumanily the bndge nearast As above i i1 think this is key. Reduces use of Imprassed wilh proposal | already use the area regulady | This should be completaly away
(Camaron brdge as | traval from (car by ancouraging safe cyciing from araea
kennoway along to Kikland |
whera | cross again al new
Mear the wooded area and the Mathithidl and Lewven
saWage pipe i
This i a graal ideal Rouls from lower mathd to Unsura, but a routa from kowar | am a confident cychst, happy to |Love it | abready use it often and would | This i an imporant feature
diagaa, any roula which mathil lo diageo with seamlass ,eycle on roads, bul unforunataly usa it daily with these changas!
minimises road use would be cycling would be ideal 1thare ara a kil of mpatiant divars Wy daughtar would kove all of ,
‘great for my bika! around, o any allempl lo protect lhese parks and places lo axplora
ioychists s most walcomed! ,
Espacially as | land 1o cycle with
1a chiid seat attachad!
Main bridge al sleabvorks Endge al steakvorks Mol sura Wa Iva nght next to rver Lavean

s0 would love to sae it thive and |
be usad wel

The Iran BEndge

| The final footbridge bafara

Camaron BRdgea

‘| As above

I'm not sure whare asacialy | wil
naed to cross the new abway
lina. | will ba walking or cycling
fram and to Leven Town centra.

't would be great to have a cycle
(path from Glanmthes to Levan.
ITha eusting route crossas the
(main A road. .. twice al Miton.
1One al Markinch junction and the
jother on the south side of Miton.
|Both extremaly dangerous. 11
(would be greal to see all access
points to connecl a cycle path
|alongsida the new rai rouls.

| only hope there will be sufficient
dlumination and camaras in place
g0 il makes ma fael sufficiantly
safa to walk to and from the
slation any time day and nighl.

|Absolutely. Safar greener and
beattar all round  can ba family
jonanted alsa

As above. Could their ba
considaralions lowards
windygates and Miton

| don't think this park is the nght

location for polinators il it =

supposad to be exlansivaly and

salaly usad by humans in the first

placa. Thara ara othar locations

furthar away from the town centra

whara poliinatar comdors can be

implamanted.
| Don't think we really nead fruit
|Ireas,

|Ambitious but really neaded

|Regularty use the area as a cycle | Absolutaly. Lal's accept paople

track/path from Glenrothes o
Lewvan. Beautiul area which
neads enhanced

Jhave off road bikes and give
"them somewhere local to use.
 The closast legal ama lo use s
'Cardandan/Lochgally
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tha dam should ba ramavad to
rastare the connectvity of the
mear and suppor aquatic kfa.
Cerainly the proposed use of mill
lade should nol ba an axcuse lo
kaap il or reduce haght of tha
wair, Mol a fish pass crealing a
poachers paadisa. Salanic Mills -
why calabrala them? thay
brought forunes o the few and
pain and suffering o the many.
Calabrata the hare and now and
provide suslainabla ra-
naluraksation.

What are your plans o help the
rvar itsalf? whal are the plans to
recannect the whole rfver?

A viewang plattorm s fine but what
s the purposa? il saams you
want lo celebrate the dam??
mava tha story an.

Looks good on papar.

What action will be takan 1o
eradicate the Himalayan balsam
|and gianl hogwaed that grows
akong the bank al presant.

The balsam s also ona of the
mdin reasons why tha rvar banks
|are aroding in places.

The more outside spaces, the
bettar!

| think lhs is greal use of land
thatl was forgollen.

What's happening with the weir? What are you doing to remova

If wou ramovea the wair - which you 'hard edge o the fivar and creals
should - then the fishing platform | good in stream habitat? again
praobably should ba somawhara  'noling aboul any works which will
alsa. What are you daing to (banafi the mer - whara ara thesa
raslore tha mver? Sounds like iin the progact?

you are just keaping the wair. i

'wWhat are mvar facilitias? Mo point
[pulting thesa in wilhoul propasals
ko enhance the fvar. Peaople
you axpecting the locals to should be able 10 use the nver -
pravide their own - i will last ibul this neads the mvar lo ba safe
about 2 minules. Good idea but 'to use . Are you proposing

not thought through. [bathing Water status?

Doas tha coverad hida coma
complate with fire place or ara

Whal ara you daing abaoul
sawage releases nto the mear?

Mot anough aboul the mvar itsalf.
Mo point spanding monay on park
when mear lums yallow, has
sawage discharges in il, hard
adgas with ittle access. Mol sure
whao s responsible for this but
they nead to get this sored.
What's happeaning with the wairs -
ramave tham or kowear tham - dont
put in stupid non suslainable fish
passes. Get the habilat of the
rmear sorted. Geat the poliution
Esuas sorled.

Mot unless you gel tha mear
sorad oul as wall

;Ea'ﬁhEE bridge

ko111 neads lo be reconsidered. 'Management of invasive plant
A fishing platform at the Wair | spacias along the mver bank
would go againsl the fishing clubs 'would need 1o be camed out

Viewing platforms sound good in | The main area | access are
prnciple but woukd ba opan to 'around tha Cameron brdge and
misuse by young ones jumping by the iron bridga.

Al Camaron bridge for accass o |WVary unlikely that | would usa tha
the laft hand bank off the river to | train at all
allow us lo continue fishing the

| nead o know that we will ba
abke to access all parts of the
rivar for fishing.

IMative treas and shribs such as
[hawtham

In theary il’s a great idea

But you must ansura that the maar
is kapl opan to the anglars who
have baan rasponsible for the

| would only ba visiting 1o fish the Mo, becausa they would not stick

mear, Woukd not be making any 1o that area anyway. Plus the

athar visils apar from that. noisa impaclt would still be heard.
The peace and quietl is ona of

rules into the rwar at high tida rar.
The ruba s no fishing within 50m upkaap and removal of rubbish many reasons paople would want
of the weir, this is to stop the foul | from thea rvar, lang bafore this to wvisit in the first placa.
hooking of salmon as thay wail to ! proposal was stared
pass the wair, {
1Bawbea brdge. Linsura An aclual station would ba
beneficial and greal for economy. |
The more outside spaces, the  Tha more outside spaces, the The more outside spaces, the 'Bawbea bridge Mot sure ! The more nature the baillar

better 'battar

batter!

|Iron Bridge crossing. Thera is
imost dafinitely mert in mora
crossings across the mvar 1o allow
1accassibility.

; The bridge at Kirkland

| will use the River Laven far
laisura only. All crossing paints
will be useful as il will ba far
laisura ¥ axarcisa.

Mear Cameron Brig

WA [ The cycle network in Glenrothas
:i& fantastic. A modal for how
[Levenmouth can be connected.

IPlants to give colour al differant
(limes of the year so no matlar
'wihat the season is there i colour
| samawhars.

| like the idea thal no matter what
age or slage someona is al thay
will be able to walk the langth of
the Rivar Levan safaly

| would ke to sese aff-road
miotorbikes being kocated
alsawhara in the Levanmauth
arga. If this is to be closa o tha
mear, alactne bikes only 1o pravant

It's a forgolten area than needs || know off road motorbikes can be
attention. Rivarside walks ara a nuisanca in the area so having
calming and | would enjoy walking | a dedicaled space for tham
akong it from Cameron Brig into makes sansa.

Lawan.

;Agairl not akvays the safast placa
at ona tima. So glad thal il will be
lgpanaed up.

This was not akways ltha safesl
place to walkk. Will ba fine now,
Fishars will be pleased.

| am sarry, bul | da not use any of
thesa crossings.

Again a forgotlen parl. | hapa
{hare will ba many
information/history boards telling
tha slony of this placa.

| do nol lva in this area, but |
think i is wondarful. | will do my
besl lo walk as much of t as |
can.,

This is wnporant for the
environmant 'm sura.

Yas, a thousand times yasl!!!

They have baen a problam for
many yaars and | think o would
halp to have a designaled area.
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| Groat idea especially the
lamphasis on biodiversily and

accassibilly.

There is ALREADY a Mathil
Communily Gardan, with straat

isignaga, operating for the past
[three years off Kikland Driva.
| 5inca the ather threa gardens

along the mvar hava more spacilic

|titles {ag Craosote, lron Brig), il i

suggesied thal some amendmant
of the name ocours 1o

| differantiale from the existing

Mathil Communily Gardan.

| Binca connactivily = a lead

projact for the River Lavan
programma, the inks batwaan

{thiz gardan and the resl of the

Levenmouth community neead

imora attention. There ara

alrmady ralatvaly wall usaed Iinks
batwaen this ama/Dam ta
Buckhaven alc 50 some atlenton
naeds o bae given to ths aspacl.
Thie would include signaga,
parhaps some common fealures

[{eg traits which go BEYOMD the

immadiata mvar) - eg sculplure,

(hantags, atc

:Imn birig

Mathil garden across the sewage (WA
pipe !

The plan s fanlaslic and vary
anvironmantally frendly,

| feel there needs to be activities
for the locals to use mare for
youths.

Parks good growing spaces bike |
track is good fishing walking I
axtra. We need more actiitias for
youlhs that won't usa thesa |
sarvices slated.

Youths need to lake pride in the
anviranmeant they iva in and
appraciale whal the have so il j
doasnt gel damaged and also to |
change the percaplions aof X
paopla‘s views of our beautiful
ama to coma to.

: Its fantastic and will improve our
jarea so there i a purposa and
:an attraction for those people
joulside Levenmouth travel Lo

: Lavanmouth.

More outdoor education shoukd
be encouraged in Fifa.

Mot Answared

I Mew communily engagemant
projacts are needed in the area.

| ldeally, this sita should be
|usad/presarvad for more
productive use and spacifically
ithe possibilily, manboned by
 raitway expars, of a Fife rai
idapal with the major economic
(boost including job creation, this
reeould invohea.

| Sinca thera ara othar
parksinatural sites all alang the
myvar and since linear connections
lalong the nver can ba
 maintained, | think this space
'should be reserved for such use.
| Tha margins af the site ¢can ba
ldavaloped to creala biodvarsily
\comdars , improved pathway
laxpanance alc bul A would be

| basl o focus on other sitas first.
IIf no amploymeant creation
‘oppartunity can be found for this
lland, than it could be devaloped
lina fulure phase

Mara play and recreation space is |
naaded in Lavanmaoulh. [

iMuch dapands on the final site
'salacted for Camaron Bridge
irailway slation since this will
linfluenca wharm. Al present thara
118 na satisfaclory or safe crossing
'from Mathil or Buckhaven lo
1Camaron Bridge so this must be
'the prionity. (al present quite
junsafe and unmarked crossing of
{the AB55). The existing links
tfurthar downrnver are parhaps
ladequata (parhaps 1-2 could be
upgraded) but this is the major
:ga;:l. Unbass this majar
jconnectan is addressed
"{bridgeftunnal?) than thae natwork
\is only partial.

Al or closa to tha new Cameron
Brdgae stabion, wharevar i's final
sita is delermined

All vary impressnéa |, good luck

Thea proposad nalwork does itk | The currant syslam aof white lnas
of nothing to address the major | on local roads is not safe, or well
gap in the cumrant natwork - itecognisad by motorsts (for weall
namaly tha link batwaan norh :iinuwn raasaons - tha side of the
Lavanmouth {Levan, Kennoway road s used for parking vahiclas
elc) and south {Buckhawvan, East  elc plus problams al junctions)
Wamyss). This has long bean  1We know local people have soma
recognised as tha ‘'messing link” in :a'esaruaiiuns abaout using thesa
whal is already thare and the imautes far cycling for this reason
reconfiguration of the westem !

boundarias of the Lavanmaoulh

Campus reopenad a key strefch 3/

4 yaars ago which now anables a |

reasonably direct off-road route

batweaen the Rier Leven and

Buckhaven/Levanmauth I

Campus/Easl Wemyss. This alsa |

allows a faidy direct bul inland

loop of the Fife Coastal Path so

walkers do nol need lo trudge 3

milas through built up arsa, as

wall as sarving local residents.

Halalad 1o thes, thare appsaar to

ba vary lew stretches using
offroad routes which cumanihy
exist and could be Turhar improve |
ordevelopad. Merely
recagnising/channalling aclive
travel along exisling major roads

Absolulely necessary. |t would be

a good idea to mvobla thid saclor
amanisations o padicipals in the

prajacl on voluntary basis.

Howaver thara seam lo ba too
many gaps in the map/polinalar
natwork as proposad. There ara |
opporunities o expand the
intardinkagas {eg comdars
suggestad by developars akong
the Levanmouth SLA), and also
thare naads lo be work lo
introduce biodiversily into the
slenla largear parks wherm anly
maWn Qrass growns (ag Savay,
Muiredge )

the network, and map naad lo i
include tha whale of Levenmaouth -
ayg Wamyss Villages and i
Buckhaven. Some exisling sites,
whera there has baan plantng
and provision for biodiversity
already eslablished eg Starkias
Wood, Rising Sun, East High .
Methi and Buckhaven Community
{Gardens, ara nal shawn an tha
map.

| Othar shrubs which can suppor

biodvarsity. Sprng bulbs to
bring early colour

| am a kcalities support workear
with Fife Carers Centra for
Lavenmouth area . | would ba
interastad in getting the carars |
waork with invalvad in any planting
and mowing and any othar
activities which would ba suitabla

fartham to take nad in_ _ _ _ _ _ o

| occasionally volunteer for
CLEAR which have planted lens
of thousands of native, fruit trees,
alc on greanspaces in
Buckhaven and Mathil. [t would
ba good to see this greening of
the sometimeas uninspinng
townscape extend much farther,
nol only anlo opan spaces but
akong roadsides, avan gardans

(Long overdus . It will benafit the
:lm;al area and the rest of fife . It
ywill contribute to improving
:|:IEEI|:I|E5 physical and mantal
health and provide much neadead
:Enu'l'unmantal awarenass in the
keal community.

:E-E-E aarlar responses - ranaming
yof Mathil Garden, addition of
:hkagasﬁrais {eg fruit treas.
history, art) which interconnaect
:1.|1E rvarsida with the widar
ycommunity and can halp draw
:1harn in. Itis vital not to create
janather mere nalure ‘island” such
:as Latham Glen or Sivarbum
Jithough the latter is now reaching
:uui:l. Yas thare should ba
jconcenirations along the river
:am‘i at exisling graan spacas bul
other features are neaded to
:pruuida this connection

| would usa the park while
waorking with unpaid carers in
Lavanmouth but also privataly.

Mot good for the environmeant and
| NOEY.

{It may help reduce the perodic

:I:lighi of trailbikes atc but it will not
fully golve the problem. Efforts to
:Enmuraga this hawve bean made
(for the past 10+ years. the old
:hi‘lg sites usad to provide soma
(such space bul some are closed.
:1.hE Craosota works, if not used
for productive space such as
:puiﬂnlial raiway dapotl, might be
8 possibility provided access was
:nui through quieler spaces

il lova all of the ideas to make the
jgardens and walk ways. |l would
'also ba graat to have a space for
@ small cafe ar shop beside the
:li1.r'E||'.

| For ma, the mas! imporant
'crogsing is al the back of houses
jacrass fram Diagea to Mathil. I'm
:l"lclt sura what thes pan is called.

It would ba the same again

I'mnaot sure f this s what you |1 love this idea as cyckst thal
mean but the roule around 'doasn’ love the idea of cycling
Diageo is connected to this from | on the road next ta traffic

the bridge and could alsa do with |

some upgrades. For exampla
under the lunnel of the rmad is
aklways cavarad in walar.

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

This would ba a voluntear projact
for peopke who want fo get
invahad

1| think this will ba a lovaly idea lo
:I:ll"ng peopke that woulkdni
ynomally visit Lavan. |t will also
:Enmuragﬂ a lot of people to getl
joul and axarcisa.

1

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

I'This would be brilliant. |
jappraciate that soma paopla
:-Elnju].r this and wouldnt want to
stop people from doing it but it
'would be s0 much nicer for them
lo make the noise someawhara
:awa].r from the peace and quiel.
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Whalaheartadly - | think this plan

sounds fantastic. | lkove that
suppor and prataction of exsting
wildiife = paramount and many
ather proposals intend 1o

enhanca the flounshing of nature.

| am interesiad in prasaniang the
history of the sile and crealing an
interest point for vistors. | am
pleased 1o sea that an upgrade
to the exsting brdge i 1o be
mada as its curmantly only
laccassible for able bodied
peapla. It sounds briliant!

5 |

Fi ]

Pl

| think the concept is very exciting

3
E b
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Excelent - | love that thase plans | Yes again, thase proposais are

intend o moreasa biodvarsity o
the area. This, couplad with Jinvolved in whatewer way | can
aasier public access will make it rwith whataver Irea time | hava Lo
an interesting and beauliful place | support the community gardans/
1o ba! My cousin vas on tha Ivag growing elo. |t seams thatl the
opposite side of the fverto me | Heritage Railway sile could also
and befors | slarfed walking the bensafi from thesa plans and

rivar Leven | raraly saw him. He is | increase visilor numbars. This is

a kean fishar and o0 oftentimas  1such a wasted opporunity when
now | will see him lugging his \you consider how nich this area is
fishing gear and wa stop o tak  tininterest and space. the linking
abaut the widifa. With these (of the two sides of tha river just
proposals | envisage mora of the 'makes 50 much sensa.
communily coming together, |

autdoors in all weathar anjoying

this space and benefilting from

connaclion to nature and athar

paopla.

raxciting! | would be keen 1o get

Again, a space thatis
imfrequantly visted due lo
maccassbilly. the viewing
platformes at the iron brig s a
good kea because | dont know
how many times | have stopped
in the middie of the brig at sunnsa
lo lake a deap breath and anjoy
the view.. . but its not safe, aven
with high viz dothes for any
padeasinan lo walk across the ron
brg. The proposals sal out play
areas for childdren which i also fully
suppod - as the banefils for
childran lo explore the natural
wiorkd, anpoy messy play and get
outdoors s vitall

tha erossing al the steatworks

'and the bridge at the methil dam.

From mountfieurie to the fver |
Leven, probabiy at the site of tha |

Harmage raiway.

" |'lave the proposals, i think that a | Of coursa - s imperative that ail

number of alements have been
considerad and wall thought out.
| would ba keen to get nvalved
as a mamber of the public 1o
conlinua with these consullations
and offer my thoughts though.

| communities considar ways in
twhich we can suppaorl peaple to
Jchoosa environmantally
lsustanable ways o work and

‘play.

These proposals is music to my
aarl | try hard o make my gardan |
a haven for insects and widiifa, |
salecling polinator frendly plants
and shrubs. to see this replicated |
an a bigger scale on my doorstep
would ba fantastic. Mot onby will it |
ba beaufiful for visitors lo see bul |
will mean that our communily is |
conirbuting to increasad
biodiversiy and helping to

cambatl cimata change.

|| have sean wild archids in spring

akong the wall adjacant 1o the

Dam Wood - these should be

prolected and could be a focal
paint as I'm sure thay must ba
rare.

Yas definitely, | intend to
continua to usa this space so il's
anly fair | offer to contribute to the
maintenance of the sita.

IMountflaurie area about 3 years
:agu and | kove it hare. I'm a kean
Iwalkar, ma and my dog hawve
:h—amalad far and wide to access
Ithe best of Scolland’s
:'EI'I1.I"I‘|:II'II‘I'I'EI'I1.. During kockdown
land without the luxury of baing
|able to travel far and wide |
Istarted to explore the length of
:1.hE Rivar Leavan mora axlansialy.
Il have bean in awa al the shear
\valume of life and habitat that this
larea suppors. | have seen ducks
\raise their chicks, foxes
Iscavanging, dear resting, an oller
:and har two young swimming and
Iscumying akong the banks,
\kingfishars flash their indescent
Ifeathers in flight, fish leaping in
\the strong cumrent, hundreds of
Ifrogs emarnging into e, buzzards
:c'n:ﬁ'lg ovarhead and haran
lambattied in thair mating
\disputes. The biodiversity here is
mwonderdul and an incredibla
:IEarn'mg apporunity for tha
tcommunity. | walk the rvar Lavan
\daily with my dog and | mest
lathar walkars and people on

| love this site as it is bul | do fesl
that it is cumantly a wastad
opportunity for our community to
leam and banefit from nature and
that these proposals would
address that.

R

1¥as, | know that off-road bikes
:c.an be a nuisance and often
Itimes I'm slightly iritated by the
:nﬂiE-'E of them but thay are often
jusl youngsters with an interast in
| motorbikes wanting 1o have fun.
100 an occasion when the nder
:has spolted ma ar my dog thay
laithar stop ar show down from a
:ﬂiﬁ-ianﬂﬂ away 1o ensure we are
1all safe. Again | have found them
|to be raspectful and | try not to
Ibe annoyved too much by tham. |
:'M:luld definitely suppor a
Idedicated lbocation for the bikers.

lan tha Kennoway 1o MethilHl
[ pathway and also the existing
'bridge by the Creosote area

an the Kennoway to MathilHa
pathway and also the exsting
brdgea by the Creosole araa

| This is an axciting projact which |
:1.|1i1|l will improve the area in
|terms of social banefits,
:Emhgi:-al benefils and aconomic

Mot Answarad

Mot Answared

Mol Answarad

'Footbridge near AS16 P
|Roundabout

| will use any and all erossings
provided. Mol sura which will be
mast imporant untd | sae them

Pulling us pedestrians and
cyclists on busy roads especially
AS16 is bad for everybody,
maolonsts mcluded. Look again,
thare are lots of smallar

It takeas a bit more affarl in
planning and signage bul wal
worh it m the kong un.

It s scary and dangerous to ride
ia bike on many of the busy roads
'here. Allemala roules are most
'walcoma.

residantial and rural roads that we |
use whan we walk and bike hara.

| Traas thatl will do wall givan
laxpacled chmate changes

| Traes that sequester a ot of CO2
'ag cypress lreas

Would also like a voica in
choosing what i planted and
whara,

We have many yvears of
axpenance in many diffarant
anvironmants. Would be sad lo
saa just the same old prunus and
Fiowan put in whean you have this
graal opporunily lo do somathing
diffarant with the long term future

1 This is tremandously exciling,
(especially now with Covid and
iEm:ﬂ and chimate change
jdominating the news with all their
'doom and gloom.

Already go thera a kot

: Meead lo get away from patrol use
rallagather, dont build a naw
|facility dadicated to it. Thay are
:wasiﬂful.p-ul.lii'lg. noisy,
jdangerous | they hur wildlife and
:1hE].r stop the rder from
jaxpanancing the nature all
laround.

(& skateboard park would be fine.
I

“lan area fike this would promote a
(sansa of wall being in the local
lcommunities

This will help open the Riverta
the kbeal communilies.

This would provide an imporant
aducalional opporunity 1o local
communiles

Iran Brig or Baw Bee Brdge

f‘iﬂi.li'd‘;awﬂmd S —

Baw Baa Bridge

Park & Ride faciity al the end of
tha lina.

Claar connections betwean rail

and bus sarvices, including
through/foint ickating =0 as lo

Mol Answerad

UWith streal fumitura for respile
yand rain covaerage.

continua the joumay inlo tha East!
(Mol Answarad

Whould also ba good lo have
hives spacad along lthe walk as
parl of the network.

|Fraa access to wild grown fruits
land veg for community use.
(Apples trass, plum treas, wild

'bemes atc.

ﬁm_mﬂsaimja_ﬂ-!mppﬂﬂ-gm% -E e

in a healhiar enviromani

| This project will Educate and grow|

:1.hE local environmant, it wil
jengage communibies whila
:pmmumg Economic

| Davalopmant giving much
ynaadad added valua to Health
land Weallbaing at a vary

:..-l-. M e 43

| would use it for bath Leisura
and Education

| Cycle hire would be batter -
:E.Hpal'ldhg the Fifa Cycle network
yat Lochgally

Connectivity Project Engagement Report

Connectivity Project Engagement Report
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The titla is not specific anough .
It is locatad at the farthest end of
Mathd-Mathihidl and there are
athar gardens around. A more
spachc and maybe mver-ralalad
hithe woubd be more approprate
ag Kikland Dam Garden etc

Wauld make the area batter
laoking and ancourage people 1o
lsam aboul their lbcal area mora

If paopla have info about area
and what to walch out for on walk
make morma inleresling.

Mot Answerad | Rail nsiders have ndicalad this
Hor part of this sile) has potential
jas a Fife Rail Depot with the
raconomic boost this would bring
ithe area. thes opbon needs to
be axplored before commitling to
'green develpment of the sita,
jaspecially since paths, comdors
alc can ALSO be devakopad hare
({ie it may not be eitherfar but it
Iwaould ba a stralegic amor 1o nila
(aut the graaler joboraaling usa)

Ihccass to Cameron Brdge station
i = crossing the rver and,

' possibla, Standin Slane Rd which
(i a dangerous and undafined
yerossmg poml al present. this is
'vilal. Adl the other locations
downstream hava at least some
'currant crossing already in place.
| Camaron Bridge station will sarve
Imuch of Methi, Methihil,
Buckhaven & East Wamyss 5o a

| proper desknated crossing is
neaded.

Access to Camarnon Bridge slation, Offsoad s also imporant.
= grassing the rverand, if I
possibla, Standin Stane Rd which
5 3 dangerous and undafined
crossing pomnt at prasant. this s
vital. All tha ather localions
downslream have al least soma
cumani crossing aleady in place.
Cameron Brdge staton will sarve
much of Meathil, Mathilhil,
Buckhaven & Easl Wemyss 50 a
propar designated crossing 5
neadad.

Jusl kook at the map and the gap
is glanngly obvious. The four
exiling crossings are reasonably
wall spaced bul there 5 a gap
around the Diageo Distillary - yal
this i the main north-south link
with Windygates/Kennoway and
far access to the naw Camaron
Brdge slation.

A Leven kbop is shown bul no
similar lbbops ag for Methil &

'Painting white lnes an busy

roads - as at present - is almost

Buckhaven - why? Thers ara (warse than no cycle lanes. As

exiEling path networks, including | much as passible the routes

somae off-road which can easily be  should be segregated for traffic

shown in this way land intersections with roads need
(caraful planning. Batter stil

I looks jike the main links in the |

path network are just following

the main cumanti road roules

aspacially the Levan-Buckhavan

aranas (e Math#haven Rd and

Wallashay Rd) which s varny

gquestonabla. |f the main focus

i an tha Rivar, than this red

naiwork ancourages

walkers/cyciists travaling toffrom

Buckhaven and E Wamyss lo

miss oul the iver comdar antiraly. |

That's not to mention the fact that!

thesa are busy roads and so0 non-,

vahicle traffic will nead o be

sharad, which does not feel safe

for cychsts ale

The Levenmouth Campus seams |
to ba sarved al is front {ie wa
Mathi#haven Rd) when there i5a
padactly good route oplion
around the back, which invalvas

the map axcludes a number of
armasisites which have already
baen developad as bodwvarsily
comdors (eg Starkies Wood,
Rising Sun and other sites in
Buckhawven)

il would ba nica lo sea extendad
comdars anvisaged fudher
moluding varges and parks

| Mative trees and shrubs

Alraady daing this in Buckhavean
and parts of Mathil s0 wiling to
axtand this

Owarall the concept i not bad but
il neads mora keal knowledge in
definition. There are a number
of axisting sites which surely nead
lo ba incorporaled in the ovarall
design (eg community gardans,
Starkies Wood) so that the Rivar
Levan proposal bacomes a
cantrapiace of an integrated
graan/connactivity. In tha
subsactions, we have idantifiad a
faw of the obvious gaps (eg
crossing of the ASS5/better norh-
south of mvar links/including
axiling greanspacas alc).

the proposad path network and
polinator comidors are shown as
the main ways in which the widar
Levanmouth community can link
into the Riwver Leven comdar but if
it only uses the main road
natwork and a few gréen nodeas,
wa don’t think this i ambilious
anough nor is il ikaly to greatly
incraasa non-vahicle traffic down
to the mear

It is notl a pleasanl expenance
cyching/walking tha main roads to
gatl lo mora rural siles. Ewven if
improved routas are in placa, |
would still ook for altemative off-
road routes

The creosole works is the most
abwvious oplion as long as antiry to
and axit from doas notl disturb the
peaca of the rvar walks

EI do nol currantly usa any Tha ana closast to the Bus II would be more likely 1o go inlo (Hard to tell untdl #'s there and in I don’t know how many cycle As long as plani Be are not
|crossings by fool or bike Slation jLevan by car lo access the brain  |usa |usars thare ara in the area g0 nol (alowed to grow out of control -
| | EUre this makes places ook untdy and
Would make tha area mora ;Mighi encouraga paople to spand |Would be nice to halfl wiidifa View The iron bridge or threw the dam (Mot sure I'm nol sura 'It's always good 1o hava nica Abwvays good to give back to the Too busy o do mysalf Yas would make the area a nicar |I'm local 50 would be down often | Mol sure possibly
appaakng to paople 'mara tima in thair local area and area | cycie routes halps encourage anvironmant and beller looking placa to wisil
peaphke to usa thair bikes mora and lva
| Ithat are but keen on cycling in
|Bawbee BEndge Mathi Mia I
As a legal fisherman | don't think ' Nol Answered Mot Answarad Mot Answered INot Answerad Mot Answerad | Mot Answarad | like the rver and over the yre Only problam with this is most

platforms would be a good idaa
as the rivar has a problam with
poachars and if they havea
platform to use the fish stocks will
be hil.

| Mat Answarad

faciities is good for the area

ancouraged

Good fadility for Levenmaouth

I"ve seen a decline in i, | saa
poachars culling down trees
batare to clear for tham to get
into layups for fish. So planting
traes could be waste of ima.
Molorbikes RIP up paths again a

R P

bike agal 20 cant be usad at
rnding canlras

Taks bikers away from ganaral
araas

E'ﬁ'IE!'H ara lwo:

Probably down from Aldi's side

| would be concamed about the

I towards Kirkland noica and the impact on wildlife
11} Kennoway - Mathihil fool path

121 Fram Aldi's lo Kirkiand

'Bridge beske sainsburys Mol sura
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|| thinik this is a great idea. But |

would ke to 568 mom lraas.
Thera i a large grass area just
narth of Ashgrave and Seman

|crascant. This could be pianted

with treas, lkeaving a walk roula
around i for access to the park
for grass culting. Allernatmaly,
sinca a naw park is already
propasad, the aexisting park can

|ba ramoved and tum into an

archard.

This s an axciling part of tha rvar
with a very vanad callaction of
wildlife.

|I's impartant ta highlight the

farmar warking hertage of the
mear.

Providing essential pollinator
fnendly planting and improve

| connactivity for the rvars

inhabitants.

i 'Bridge basidae sansburys Mot surs i ; !
Mot Answarad :‘Nll:li Answanad Mot Answared 1Mol Answarad Mat Answered :‘Nl:ll Answarad Mot Answered 1Mol Answarad | love the wea of helping :Dwar grown grass land norh of ILove the plan so wa can enjoy it. || visil anyway so would love it :111i5 is a big problam. Bikes

i ! i ! paflinators, Atso bird and bat iAshgrovae could have orchards :Espﬂ-nialj.r for helping polinators, [made better. Iconstanily go by from the bottom

: : boxes sound great. | do t see as | planted loo. This is wastad I birds and bats. :uf poplar road up to the play park

: : many bats as | used to. spaca, : lat Ashgrova. Would be great o

i i i I :E-'E'E them away from here to

: ! : : irmsduce tha noise and poatential of

! ! ! ! hitting children. | think trees could

- - : I :hﬂl:l slap this.

! | : E |

: | | | !

! ; ! i ! | :
This i a vary popular section of This area has greal polential for Stestworks Brae crossing. Path batween Windygalas and || beliave Active Travel should be |1t is important that the Community | I This is a vary axciting for | walk along the River mosl days :D'Ff road bikes have always bean
the rivar and 'm sure these 'devalopmant. i Mathil. i lencouraged. faals it has an aclive roke 1o play | :Lgmanrmuih_ and this year | have sean a huge used in the Area, despite great
enhancemeanls will add lo this. i i he benefits have bean seen by |in the Project. i 1 The Rivar Leven Projact will increase in the use of the River :annuj.ranﬂa to the Community.

: : :man],r this past year. : :gmaﬂ].r anhance and complimeant |comdor. 11 think that a dedicaled araa wil

! : : ithe rail Link and the other | think thal shows the greatl :mdum the annoyance to tha

| | | :F'mjacis happaning in potantal, once Improvamanis 1pulblic.

: i : : :L-Euvanrmum. hawve bean mada. :

! iiathilhill (Odd Wl Mountfiuane - Mathillhill : Key pomnts | think are access to  1Existing cycle routes are nol very | Cotourful scanted flower specias : I Motorbikes are noisy and

i Mountfiuaria - Mathilhil [Slealvorks Bras) i the promanade & shops + the wall pned up which requires 15canlad Honeysuckls, Scanted 1 :dangﬂmus, thara usa within tha

f HEtealworks Braa) f axtension of the cycle route along 'using publc roads & therefora | Coronilla & Jasmin : Ipark would create a hazard and

i X i the river lo Loch Leven 'puts people off of using them I I :ﬂl‘l"l.l"E walkars & cyclists away - so0

! : I : : janything thal keaps them away

! ! ! ! \fram the park would be baneficial
It's important to brng out natural | It is an axcelan! idea o creats Good to have a play area nol too (Mol Answered Mot Answared ‘Mol Answerad Mot Answared All the suggestions sound greal. | Sounds like a lovaly place to walk | Anything lo deter users from

beauly of the mvar 50 maasures
ke hiding the ugly pipa Wwork i
axcelani and bringing fishing
paoints will involve all age groups
which creates people nvestmant

ralmost alloiment type eas again
1o bring peopla tha chance 1o
ispand time there and produce
foad. Bringing reasons for pagple
ito ba thare is a winner.

in the sumoundings and hopafully |

daler vandals

|Enabling access for allis vital for

the sumounding communilias.
Ako providing an extension of
the axsting woodlands with
native spacas lo provide bellar
habitat for birds and bals is o
imporant.

(I think that the community hub,
lcould be construclad julling aul
(ovar the water, providing a cafe’
land viewing area. The community
:gan:lﬂn can thean be usad to
Isupport tha cate with frash
:pmdum

|22 and 23 are fine.

far away from the centra so batter|
accessibity bul just hopa i
dosesn bacomsa an area for
vandals....

My concam s with 24 and the car 'to the old Lochty Line closast to
park element. The map doas nol ' Mathihill

show how the car park will ba 12, Craosote crossing, eading to
accessad. More detail would have ' Aldi and Mountflauria

to be provided. Thare s an 3. Bawbee Bridge

axisting car park, which has bean |4 lron Brdase

bamarad off and tha enleranca s |

not in an deal posiion in terms of |

puling oul into the main traffic
flow.

1. | use the bridge that leads up

1. | use the bndgea thal leads up
lo tha old Lochly Line closest la
Methihill, | use thes to go up 1o
Keannoway and o access the
Broom area of Laven using the
pathnatwork behind Ddageo.

Definately missing s the linking ' Although | feel that it is saferand

up la the pathnelwark in
Buckhawven. Thara is nothing
proposed 1o allow the paople of
Buckhaven lo accass tha Rivar
Laven othar than gaing all the
way 1o Kikland and down that
routa. Daspile this area baing
high in dapravation and kow car
awnarship, hance walking and
cycling should be galling
ancouraged.

Shamiully it completely kgnones
the bink from the Bals Waood,
behind Lavenmouth Academy
and the link down pasi the Shop
& Save on BE32, down the lans
al the sidae, through the park and
an 1o the River levan past Poplar
Road.

As thera i an all weather cycling
track being planned for the Bats
Waood and it forms a safe off road
cycling path to Levenmaouth
Academy which afterall is a
Sports Hub and widely usad after
schoool hours.

1Mot Answarad

ywould ecourage more paopla to
"take up cycling, | sl balieve that
jthere neads to be an aelement of
'on road cycling too. Without it
(than the matarist will ignora the
lgyclist and act in a mannar that
puts the cyclist al rsk e, passing
'too closaly.

Vital for the welfare of everyone
and a great way of encouraging
the youths in partcular, but akso
tha wider community 1o gel
invahiad in natura.

It is vital 1o have a midure of
:hai:niiais far the wild ifa, allowing
itham to thrva.

Past COVID-19, than would ba
dalightad to bacome invaled.

: It seams a well thought out
|proposal and divarsa in ils
:mniﬂni

|Buckhaven nead 1o be added in.

and spand lima :I'l.li'li'lg the nversida axpananca

(for everyone alsa
|
|
|
1
1
1
1
|

For walking , cycling and 1o aid
my mantal walfare i.e. a safe
accessable space lo clear my
haid.

IHaving a separale spaca, with
|claver design to minimisa the
Inoisa, would hopafully encourage
\the motorbike and quad bike
lusars o acl more responsibly.

| Without their own designated
Ispaca, it will anly result in conflict
:wﬂh othar usars and will make the
| possiblility of a tranguil, Tamiby
:'fliandlj.r. pleasant environmant an
limpossibility.
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Steabworks bras crossing

The area nearast to Rosamount
Grova

| like the idea of combining the
histarical and natural elements in
this locabon.

Any improvamants which halp
local people to reconnect with
nature and the local area are
walcoma. My only concem would
ba that the manomy woulkd usa
shellersimeeting places etc for
drinking and associated antisocial!
behaviour. Ara thare plans in i
place lo ensure these parls are |
clsaned regulardy =0 as nol to put
others off visiting these areas?

hl!l.ld'l in favour of alowing the
vspace to grow naturally and 1o
'make room for natural fiooding.

Would the vegetalion slill be

ymaintained to an extent, rather
i than baing left to grow out of

control and just end up kooking
abandonad?

A greal idea espadaly 1o
ancourage famiies wilth young
children 1o find out more about
tha rver and o respeacl it and i's
baauty.

1| work in the area and therafore
‘don't walk or cycle - anly drive

Either the AS15 as the line heads |
to Leven from Cameron Bridge, or
at the Bawbes Brdge near
Sainsburys.

So far s0 good - I'm nat sure 'nhaigEsg:lﬂda!]r if it includes saparala

alsa 1o suggest.

'oychalwalking lanas

Anything to encourage wikdlife to
prospar and halip aducate the
younger genarabions aboul
looking after nature in ganaral.

This information would ba usaful
and i would ba great to ba
invahead.

1It's a fabubous idea and will
:hupﬂfulj.r ancourage paopls
1within the local area to lake a
\pride in their sumoundings. Not
ranky that, they will then usa this o
|promate their own area to visitors,
icreating a baller environmant
\and encouraging investment.

Absalutely, it's a lovely par of the :A thousand times yes! Off road
country already but thesa imotorbikes are the bane of
improvamanis would make a :|:IE1:I|:I|E"$- Ivas in the area, bul an
huge difference. limportant part of people’s leisure
time abviously. It would have to
Ibe accessible, but not so
\structured that it's no fun for
ithose whao like the thrll of just
\niding wheraver they please.
I Thare also neads to be continued
\attention given to diverting this
|activity away from streels and
\local parks etc, and followed up
with enforcement whara

| do but | don't because soma
paopla ke how it already s and
plus leenageaers and adulls may
vandaksa the area therefore the

{hard work will all ba ruinad

Make cumantly messy scary

|spaces useful. There are gaoing to

be more & more floods, looks ke

| this might help divart floods away

from the buidings nearby.

Mot Answared

! i \appropriate.
MA 'Who is going 1o maintain and Who will maintain il 'ron brdge Down the dam near Aldi mathil Pedestrian bridge overraiway | Pollution Wandiisaton | Sunflowers Becausa I'm normally in |
upkeap after it is buit i bras and antranca to dam levan cause soma paopla go for : anstruthar and can't really accass |
i and shopping from methil and cross i it at all timas :
i the dam to go fo Akl :
! 1 . ,
Likaly vandakism of anything buit, |Leting areas flood and maybe  |Play area needs looked afler. If  |Mainly in the car | Just where the road goes f #'s a || donihave a bike, so well i,  |How o make sure #'ssafe. ~  |Donthaveabke | Hedges and trees canba hidng | ‘really neads something done,  |Just depends if its looked aftar | They're really noisy, sometimes |
&0 would need commitmeant & less problems for the buiidings. the swings can be wound up, tha | brdge or tunnal safe pavemants that dont have |There's gangs of young folk, and | placas thal cause troubla, but jand its bean graat seaing tha and safe :c-an"l hear yoursall chat or hear
monay 1o fe rathar than kelting 1 Local allotments mighl be good i |kids will and then 48 be a mess iboads of treas! bushes lo hide il thay am hanging about it ! nalthing about how il ba kbokad :rhnar in Glasgow done with tha (the TV at my dad's because of
be another eyvesore the council | local peopla can use them and  |again. folk., wouldnt feel safe 1o ga through. after to make sure its safe. But | Hydro and the brdge, bul that's :1h£| noise, and it's worse whan
doasnt rapair. inat axpansiva. i Things have been buMl and thed, | know s mportant for bees and :gui wide pavemanls and bghts so (ha's having tryving to skeap in the
But would need to keap tha but they get damaged and polien. it feals safa. :-En.rﬂn'rlg. So would nead lo ba
ipaths claan if they are used for graffiti, 0 need to make sure the | :Guud that floods could be in somathing to stop the noise
Mlooding as i's muddy and messy. counci will keap it working and igardans and prolecl the :I:luihar'rlg anyona thal would haar
1Bul if you cant keap them clean clean, :I:luid'rlgs.
(then they'll be mora prolem areas. I
i i i I
Mol Answerad Mot Answarad Mol Answarad Mot Answered Mol Answerad Mot Answarad Mol Answarad 1Mot Answared Mol Answerad Mot Answarad Mot Answarad |Having lookad at the propasals | |Most definataly. Now, aven mare

:c-an only see positives. Bringing
jgresanspace, a haven for wikdiife
:and bringing communities
together in a beautiful grean

:ama.

we ara seaking out and
appreciating the need for these
greanspaces, nalure and walking
areas giving us timea 1o destrass
and connacl with nalure and the
anvironmant. Il i vital for mantal
health and general wal-being of
childran and adulls alike.
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